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FOR THE RURAL MAGAZINE. 
THE VILLAGE TEACHER. 


| the ferule, I devoted the remainder 
|} of the afternoon to writing a letter to 


I cannot exactly tell why it was,)/a friend in town; in which I con- 


that I felt particularly interested in 


the prospectus for the Rural Maga- || 


zine ; but I instantly resolved to be- 


come a subscriber, and fell to nk’ 
nating upon the benefits it might con- | 


fer upon the country. Whether I con- 
ceived at once the idea of writing 
these essays, and took to myself a full 
share of its imagined usefulness and 
celebrity ; or whether my satisfaction 
arose from disinterested motives, I 
felt a glow of kind feeling towards 
the editors, which expanded itself up- 
on all around me. I dismissed my 
litle school at an earlier hour than 
usual, and having simply reprimand- 
ed some idle culprits, to whom I 
should otherwise have administered 


| cluded a declamation upon the worth- 
|| lessness of literary fame, by requesting 
|| him to place my name in the list of 
| subscribers and contributors. 

Since then, the Magazine has fre- 
'| quently been the subject of my reve- 
‘ries; for the design is exactly what I 
have long desired to see attempted. 
Every man who has travelled half way 
up the hill of life, and has gained its 
fortieth milestone, will have amassed 
stores of thought and observation, 
which he is apt to think of inestima- 
ble value :—~at least I find it so with 
me. There are many topics on which 
I differ from my friends, and in re- 
gard to which I am anxious to deve- 
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42 The Pillage Teacher. 


which I attach a greater importance 
than is usuaily done ; and many upon 
which my particular station in life ha: 
thrown lights which may be new anc 
interesting to the public mind. 
these reasons, I have long desired to 
extend my voice and authority be- 
yond the precincts of my little king- 
dom, and to try the experiment of 


For 


schooling the public in some of those 
great truths, which are too little re- 
garded or understood, and bringing 
back its taste to the pure and simple 
enjovments of rural life. Whether 
I shall succeed in my attempt to gain 
the public ear, will depend, perhaps, 
upon accident ; for while the greatest 
merit has often languished in obscu- 
rity, folly and incapacity have as often 
caught the gale of popular favour. 
If I fail, I shall not be without con- 
solation ; for the 
author finds it easier to censure the 


most unsuccesstul 
public for want of penetration, than 
T trust that 
I shall have occasion fur no such re- 
flections. It may be 
nity, and yet the voice of praise can 


himself for want of talent. 
au author’s va- 
scarcely reach my secluded abode ; 


but 


bright eyes, and glowing cheeks that 


my fancy already paints the 


will hang over these essays, and the 
sober approbation with which mature 
age will perceive that they are devot- 
ed to the cause of truth and sound mo 
rality. Neighbour Schemer is wel- 
come to pass over my numbers in 
search of the newest plans of farming, 
so long as he allows his blooming Emi- 
ly to pause over them ; and what do I 
care though old Lovegain pronounce 
them to be stupid stuff? I had rather 
possess the approbation and esteem « 

his lovely Sophia, than half his acres ! 











It is a hopeless task, and may seem 
full of vanity, to enter the lists where 
so many have been foiled, and where 
all the great prizes have been born 
away by the master spirits of former 
imes. But not to mention that fame 
is no object of my pursuit ; the lofty 
rewards I speak of, were gained by 
the finest geniuses .n our language, 
and conferred by the approbation of 
My humbler attempt is 
to please vilagers and farmers; and 
my ambition will be attained, if they 
crown me with the fragrant and pe- 
rishing wreath that shall resemble 
their grateful though short-lived re- 


the world. 


collections. 

Custom and authority have assign- 
ed to the essavist a peculiar charac- 
ter. He is privileged at all places and 
in every family. Childhood loves and 
fondles upon him ; and age and fash- 
ion, the man of pleasure and the man 
of business, alike consult and confide 
in him: above all, he is the particu- 
lar favourite of the ladies, and is sup- 
posed to be knowing in all the laby- 
rinths of the female heart, and all the 
points of etiquette and gallantry. He 
has, therefore, from time immemo- 
rial, been their faithful adviser, trans- 
mitted their billetsdoux, and correct- 
ed their He is a notable 
dreamer, a great traveller, and a uni- 
versal scholar: he generally passes 


letters. 


for a grey headed sage, and yet isa 
very Proteus in his appearance and 
behaviour. The family is descended 
from Isaac Bickerstaff, esq.; a venera- 
ble gentleman, who made a consider- 
able figure, and acquired much sub- 
stance in queen Anne’s time. Some 
of his descendants have been solemn 
and pedantic, and others giddy and 
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On the Pursuit of Pleasure. 43 


frolicksome; but the features I have 
portrayed, run more or less through 
the whole family. Its enemies say 
that it is no longer what it was; that 
it has retained its homely peculiari- 
ties, without its originality and fresh- 
ness, its wit and gallantry of charac- 
ter. Gentle reader, believe me, this 
is an unfounded calumny ! 

A branch of the family settled im 
this country about eighty years since, 
and some of the American descend- 
ants have proved worthy of the ori- 
ginal stock. One of them, renouncing 
the social habits of his kinsmen, went 
abroad among the fields and the soli- 
tudes of Nature, and there poured 
forth his soul in strains, of which a poet 
might have been emulous. It was he 
who first made the English Muses 
familiar with the sublimity of our na 
tive forests. Another, whose natural 
disposition was checked by the force 
of circumstances, devoted himself to 
the education of a favourite 
and nephew ; and has given a signai 
example that an old bachelor is not 


niece 





always a useless being. A third, more 


merry and more melancholy, more 
sarcastic and more eccentric than ail 
who went before him, divided his 
time between laughing at the world, |) 
and wandering over the scenes of his 
youthful and perished enjoyments. 
He still lives, although in a foreign 
clime and under an assumed name, 
to enjoy the love and admiration of 
his countrymen. 

Reader, I have already told thee 
how humble are my own pretensions. 
If Ido not attract thy regard from 
my own merits, love me for the sake 
of my family; and have a kind ey< 


ners, in the recollection of those from 
whom I boast to have descended. 





FOR THE RURAL MAGAZINE, 

ON THE PURSUIT OF PLEASURE, 
—Trahit sua quemque voluptas..... Virgil. 

It is a tact which can never be suc- 
cessfully controverted, that man, in 
every stage of society, is addicted to 
pleasure; the uncultivated savage, 
and the sage philosopher are equally 
| devoted to the attainment of felicity ; 
‘are equally desirous to secure a pet- 
| petuity of happiness. The benevo- 
lent Creator of the universe seems to 
have endowed the human race with 
laculties peculiarly susceptible of 
pleasurable sensations; accordingly 
it becomes the business of every one, 
almost from his first entrance into life, 
to seek after such pleasures as are 
peculiar to the bent of his disposition, 
and to avoid every object or pursuit 
that has a tendency to pain or disap- 
pointment. If, however, all pleasures 
were in their nature innocent, and 
left behind no sting of remorse and 
anxiety, still man would inevitably 
soon feel the approaches of languor, 
especially whilst indulging in a round 
of mere sensual gratifications, and 
would carnestly sigh for some more 








permanent species of felicity ; a feli- 
city which might gently affect his 
mind, without overpowering his facul- 
ties in such a deyree as to produce 
But as the world 
is Now constituted, it becomes the in- 
dispensable duty ef the moralist, not 
only to guard mankind against excess 
in their pleasures, but also to warn 
‘hem against such as are accompanied 
with vice and criminality. He there- 


subsequent pain. 








tomy rude speech and rustic man-| 





fore is not the trie friend of mankind, 
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who recommends to his fellow beings 
a continual abstinence from every 
gratification, or who would lead them 
to expeet pleasure from sensual gra- 
tifications alone; but he who points out 
to their notice, those delights which 
are most durable, and at the same time, 
consistent with the strictest virtue. 

It must, without hesitation, be al-| 


lowed, that religion is the source of| 





the most exalted happiness that any} 
human being can enjoy. Religion| 
alone inspires the soul with a perfect 


dependance on the goodness and love | 
of the Derry, and diffuses over the 
mind that calmness and serenity, 
which inevitably proceed from a re- 
ception of bis mercy and benevo- 
lence, ever manifested towards all his 
All the pleasures of life| 





creatures. 





are so many poisonous ingredients in| 
our cup, till relizion purifies and des- 
troys the noxious qualities with which 
they are tainted. Let religion mingle 
with our pleasures, and every thing 
of an evil tendency vanishes before it. 
Religion furnishes genius with its no- 
blest theme, and it affords the full- 
est employment for all the energies of 
the human intellect. But another spe- 
cies of pleasure, most grateful, and| 
ennobling to the human mind, arises 
from the exercise of the understand- 
ing in literary pursuits, and in the 
study and admiration of the various 
productions of human genius. A life 
thus devoted will afford more real 
gratification to an uncorrupted mind, 
than voluptuousness, with all her al- 
lurements, can offer, or than intem- 
perance, with her bacchanalian crew, 
has power to bestow. We may indeed 
almost venture to assert, that if pure 








and rational happiness is any where 


to be found, except in the temples 
of religion, she resides in the stu- 
dies of the learned, and sweetens al! 
their labours. The cultivation of a 
literary taste is the source of ration- 
al and Imnocent entertainment; it is 
a powerful preservative from vice, 
and contributes to exercise in the soul 
a love of virtue. 
sense are al] transitory in their na- 
ture, and have a direct tendency to 
debase the mind; while on the con- 
trary, intellectual pursuits, delight us 
the more we are engaged in them, and 
even when their novelty is worn off, 
they still retain their charms. From 


the first period in which man is en- 
|dowed with the use of his reasoning 


faculties, there is a constant struggle 
between the animal and intellectual 
powers. These endeavour to raise 
man to a state of immortal felicity, 
those, to sink and degrade him to a 
level with the brutes. Whatever plea- 
sures, therefore, tend to increase the 
predominance of reason over the sen- 
sual desires, are favourable to the in- 
terests of virtue and religion. The 
pleasures of literature are of this na- 
ture: they strengthen and invigorate 
the faculties of the mind, and rende: 
it capable of manly exertion; they 
inspire cheerfulness and serenity, and 
produce an exquisite gratification to 
the mental powers ; In short, they are 
as much superior to any thing of a sen- 
sual nature, as the nature of the hu- 
man soul is superior to that of the 
body. W. M. 
Jan. 4th, 1820. 





FOR THE RURAL MAGAZINE. 
The following is a copy from the 
original of a letter written by Dr 





The pleasures of 
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Franklin, and never before published. 
As the subject is one, invested at the 
present moment, with considerable 
interest to the people of this country, 
and coming from the pen of a cele- 
brated man, whose patriotism, it is be- 
lieved, was never doubted, it may per 
haps be acceptable to your readers, and 
worthy of preservation in the pages of 
the Rural Magazine. Whether the 
Doctor is right or wrong in his theory, 
the public will determine. I, 
“ London, Feb. 20, 1768. 
“ Dear Frirnp.—I wrote to you a 


The Desultory Remarker.—No. I. 





few lines by Capt. Falconer, and I sent 
you Dr, Watson’s new piece, of ex- 
periments in inoculation, which I hope 
will be agreeable to you. 

“ The Boston people pretending t« 
interfere with the manufactures of 
this country, make a great clamour 
here against America in general. I 
have endeavoured, therefore, to pal- 





liate matters a little in several public | 
papers. It would, as you justly ob- 


serve, give less umbrage if we med- 





dled only with such manufactures as 


That of | 


| 


England does not attend to. 
linen might be carried on more 
less in every family, (perhaps it can} 
only do in a family way) and silk I/| 
think in most of the colonies. But/) 
there are many manufaciures that we | 
cannot carry on to advantage, though 
we were at entire liberty. And after 
all, this country is fond of manutac- 
tures beyond their real value : for the 
true source of riches is husbandry, 


Agriculture is truly productive of new 
wealth ; manufacturers oniy change 
forms; and whatever value they give 
to the materials they work upon, they 
in the meantime consume an equal va. 








so that riches 


lue in provisions, &c. : 
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are not increased by manufacturing ; 
the only advantage is, that provisions 
in the shape of manufactures, are 
more easily carried for sale to foreign 
markets, and where the provisions 
cannot be easily carried to market, 
iis well so to transform them for our 


own use as well as foreign sale. In 
families also, where the children and 
servants of farmers have some spare 
time, ’tis well to employ it in making 
something ; and in spinning, or knit-. 
ting, &c. to gather upp the fragments 
of time, éhat nothing be lost ; for these 
fragments though small in themselves, 
amount to something great inthe year, 
and the family must eat whether they 
work or are idle. But this nation 
stems to have increased the number 
of its manufactures beyond reasona- 
ble bounds, (for there are bounds to 
every thing,) whereby provisions are 
now risen to an exorbitant price by the 
demand for supplying home mouths ; 
so that there must be an importation 
from foreign countries: but the ex- 
pense of bringing provisions from’ 
abroad to feed manufacturers here, 
will so enhance the price of the ma- 
nufactures, that they may be made 
cheaper where the provisions grow, 
and the mouths will go to the meat. 
* With many thanks for your good 
wishes, I am, dear friend, affection- 
ately yours, B. FRANKLIN. 


* Dr. CapwaLitaperR Evans.” 


FOR THE RURAL MAGAZINE, 
THE DESULTORY REMARKER.—No. I. 
At luere or renown let others aim, 
Lonly wish to please the gentle mind, 
Whom Nature’s charms inspire, and love of human- 
kind. Beattie. 


Perhaps there is no nation existing, 
amongst whom there is so large a pro- 
portion of readers, as may be found 
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in the United States. The freedom 
of our form of government, and its 
appropriate concomitant, the freedom 
of the press, impart the requisite fa- 
cilities for a wide dissemination of 
knowledge, and furnish the motives 
and the means for cultivating it with 
success. Of newspapers, we have, 
if not a redundant, at least a copious 
supply. They are introduced into al- 
most every nook and by-place of ou: 
extensive territory ; and no individual 
who can read, need deny himseif the 


gratification, of poring over their 


pages, and learnediy descanting on 


their contents. The moral influence 
of these popular vehicles of intelli- 
gence, may therefore from these facts, 
be properly estimated, and the im- 
portance of their being judiciously 
conducted, will at once be acknow- 
ledged. It is not the ponderous vo 


lume, the learned and elaborate dis- 


sertation, the abstruse researches of|| 
_cacyor of virtue. Immediate and per- 


the ontologist, that moulds the sen- 
timents of the great mass of any peo- 
ple, and implants in their bosoms the 
every-day principles Jf action; for 
to these they are utter strangers. and 
the laborious student may continue to 
monopolize them, without exciting in 
their minds the slightest regret : that 
however, which is brief, and simple, 
and practical, in other words, that 
which will be generally read, cannot 
fail to produce a deep and lasting im- 
pression on the public mind. 

With these convictions on the sub- 
ject, it is contemplated, as leisure and 
inclination may suggest, to furnish a 
series of occasional papers, under the 
title indicated above. The plan of the 
writer, like those of his illustrious 


The Desultory Remarker.—-No. I. 





unincumbered by systematic restraint, 
he intends to ramble over hill and 


dale, to seek for admission, not only 
at the cottage, but also at the mansion 


}of opulence ; and no topic shall be 
| excluded calculated to promote ge- 


neral uulity. To liberalise the pub- 
lic sentiment, to enlighten the pub- 
lic mind, in fine, to make men éetter, 
and by a necessary consequence, to 
promote public and private happi- 
ness, shall be his cardinal and favour- 
ite object. Human life and its inci- 
dents, men and things, literature and 
morals, will all be kept in view; and 
facts and illustrations, which may be 
subservient to his purpose, whether 








predecessors, is broad and liberal ; 





derived from observation or reflec- 
tion, from society or from books, will 
not be forgotten or disregarded. Of 
the negative qualities of his proposed 


| papers, he can speak without reserve 
| and with entire confidence ; they shall 


never offend the eye or ear of deli- 


sonal observation, is entitled to a deci- 
ded preference where it is possible to 


‘be consulted; but to him, the exient 


of whose migrations have been mere- 
ly “ from the blue bed to the brown,” 
this is a resource which wiil often 
fail. Distant countries and former pe- 
riods of time will therefore be con- 
templated, to use a significant phrase 
of Dryden, “ through the spectacles 
of books.” By thus cultivating an ac- 
quaintance with the generations which 
are past, and by thus holding con- 
verse with the mighty dead, we may 
augment the power of useful infor- 
mation, fortify our good principles, 
and become better qualified to per- 
form the respective duties assigned 
us in the world. Human nature con- 








es 6 
Hee 
as 
Be 

Bie. Ne 














SR 
oy 













tinues to travel onward with her vene- 
rable but untiring companion, Time, 
without the least change of charac 
ter. Every feature, which appertained 
to her, six thousand years ago, wil] 
still be recognized by the discerning 
observer. It is, therefore, extreme], 
desirable, that experience should not 
be lost upon us; but that her bea- 
cons should serve as a polar star, by 
which to steer our course with s«fety, 
through the dangerous and perplex- 
ing labyrinths of life. 

There is no question, that the very 
essence of papers, which shall suc- 
cessfully prefer claims to popular fa- 
vour, or to practical utility, must be 
variety. The strength of Jobnson 
himself could net shield his great 
moral work from the charge of unva- 
ried and monotonous solemnity. He 
inculcated the doctrine, and exempli- 
fied it by his own writings, that even 
“ uniformity of excellence” will at 
length nauseate the palate, not mere- 
ly of the fastidious reader, but of him 
likewise whose only object is truth. 

A prominent purpose will be at- 
tained, if the dominion of fashionable 
folly shall be narrowed, and the atten- 
tion of her votaries withdrawn from 
the frivolous and giddy circles in 
which they revolve; and steadfastly 
directed to the great interests of so- 
ciety, the cause of sound morals and 
unsophisticated virtue Is it not a fact 
calculated to awaken the most pro- 
found regret, that many of our fellow 
citizens, particularly in the wealthy 
metropolis of Pennsylvania, who are 
invested with an elevated rank in life, 
and enjoy in proiusion its good things, 
appear to live only for themselves ? 
Men of this description, are really 
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blanks in existence ; and mistake most 
egregiously, the great errand of life. 
They may appropriately adopt the 
jeneuage of Pomfret: 


Custom the world’s great idol we adore; 

And knowing this, we seek to know no more. 
Now education more than truth prevaiis, 
And nav ht is current but what custom seals, 
‘Thus from the time we first began to know, 
We live and learn, but not the wiser grow. 


Although sometimes assuming the 
province of a censor, the Desultory 
Remarker will on all proper ocea- 
sions, delight to unbend the stern and 
rigid brow of reproof, to mingle in the 
circles of innocent mirth and cheer- 
fulness. He who increases the stock 
of “ harmless pleasure,” makes the 
pubhe his debtor ; but in order to as- 
certain that such is the character of 
pleasure, the requisite tests must 
be faithfully and rigorously applied. 
Cheerfulness uniformly shuns all in- 
tercourse with vice, but virtue is her 
favourite and appropriate companion. 

The innocent are gay—the lark is gay, 

That dries his feathers, saturate with dew, 


Beneath the rosy cloud, while yet the beams 
Of day-spring overshoot his humble nest. 


The Desultory Remarker having 
thus in a spirit at once unreserved 
and candid, introduced himself to the 
reader will for the present respectful- 
ly take his leave ; but with the hope 
of having other opportunities of cul- 
tivating a further acquaintance. 

FOR THE RURAL MAGAZINE, 
Letters of a Citizen to his Friends 
in the Country, 

No. IL. 

My own observation, and the opin- 
ions of others, induce me to believe, 


that generally speaking, less attention 
is given to education among the farm- 
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ers of Pennsylvania than was the case 
half a century ago. At any rate, the 
opportunity for instruction within the 


last fifty years, has not kept pace | 


with the increased ability to furnish tt. 
Land has appreciated, and the pro- 
ductions of tiie soil have yielded great 


profits to the husbandman; but the}! 
intellectual harvest has been of little |) 


account. The habits and manners of 


each successive generation, display | 
the avidity with which foreign cus- | 


toms and fashions are embraced by 
the yeomanry of the country, but 


these ouside evidences of what is 


called refinement, have added nothing || 
to the stock of our mental resources, || mence a library of useful books. Send 
and greatness. My purpose however, || 
|} throughout the year, and thus make 


is to suggest plans of improvement, 


rather than to find fault with existing || 


errors, for Iam convinced that if a! 


liberal and judicious system be adopt- || 





Letters of a Citizen, &c.—No. Il. 


| buteupon a very different foundation 
|| from that which generally obteins. In- 
'| stead of an itinerant schoolmaster, who 
| goes forth in the latter part of autumn 


|| in search of subsistence through the 


|| winter months, often without qualifi- 


} 


‘cations for the task he solicits, and 
not unfrequently of equivocal moral 
reputation, sclect a teacher estimable 


‘for his private virtues as a man, and 
| respectable for his literary and ‘scien- 
lific acquirements ; remunerate him 
' with a liberal salary; erect a suitable 


!'and comfortable building for the ac- 


|}commodation of the school ; supply 
it with maps, globes, &c., and com- 


your children regularly io sehool 


their education 1s much a business, 
jand duty, as the cultivaticn ef your 
farms. S his, will not fulfil 


ori of 


ed for enlarging the minds of our 
youth, aud storing them with sound | 
principles, the follies, (perhaps the | 


now so much engross | 


vices,) which 
their attention, disfigure their charac 
ter, and mar their usefulness, would 
be ultimately corrected. 
learning alone, will not, I am fully | 
satisfied, mend the heart, or sanctify | 
the understanding; but I am equally | 
sure, that ignorance as a quality, ne- | 
ver contributed to render the mind | 
over which it held a dark and dreary | 
reign, in a greater degree suscepti- | 
ble of those benign views, and exalt-| 
ed aims, which give to the accounta- 
ble being, a just conception of the de- 
sign of his Creator. 

If my opinion be worth any thing, 
of which you must be the judges, J | 
would recommend the establishment 
of schools in every neighbourhood ; 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
} 
} 
} 


i} 


Scholastic | 


the oblbgations which every parent 
owes to his offspring. We are social 
| beings, and our prosperity and happi- 
ness depend primarily upon ourselves, 
and secondarily upon others; so that 
weare advancing our own interests and 
comforts, when we promote that of 
/taose by whom we are surrounded, 
'In every neighbourhood in the coun- 
| try there are a few individuals whose 


| pecuniary means will not permit them 


ito defray the expenses of education, 


‘which the more wealthy can, afford, 


| To those seminaries, the children of 
‘the affluent are sent; the common 
schools are consequently neglected ; 
the poor go uninstructed, and a wide, 
and fatal distinction is thus created, 
among the inhabitants of the same 
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vicinage. Rather, fellow citizens, than 
perpetuate this sort of classification 
in society, direct your attention to the 
formation of good schoois at home, 
to which every child may be admit- 
ted; where all may partake of the 
same common benefits and blessings 
You will thus place all on a par in 
the advantages of instruction, create 
in the minds of all, the same respect 
for those meral obligations which 
hold the community together in the 
bond of safety and peace, and confer 
upon your offspring the most solid se- 
curity. 
A youth, the son of one who is com- 
petent to defray the expense of his 
education at a boarding school, or 
college, is sent from home at the age 
of sixteen; is absent three or four 
years; has formed new associations, 
and contracted new notions; he re- 
turns to his bi:th-place ; he has out- 
grown the recollections, and intima- 
cies of his childnood ; he feels a sort 


History. 





49 


up together with similar views of pri- 
vate duty, and public obligation; wit- 
ness such aninstance as this, and you 
may be assured that from hence will 
proceed much which will dignify and 
adern the locality, where it is found 
to exist. 

As these reflections have occurred 
to me, I have taken the freedom of 
presenting them to your considera- 





tion. 1am influenced by no other mo- 
tive than that which would induce me 
to be the humblest agent in promoting 
the true interests of our country, and 
enlarging, if it were in my power, the 
circle of human happiness. 
Civis. 
caus 
FOR THE RURAL MAGAZINE, 
HISTORY. 

There is scarcely any thing which 
is more injurious to the mind, or 
which will more effectually prevent 
the acquisition of knowledge, than a 
habit of reading for amusement only. 























of elevation above the children of bis 
neighbourhood, who have been grop 
ing in ignorance during his absence . 
he stands aloof; jealousy takes hold 
on the minds of those who observe 
this difference, and every evil passion | 
begins its operation; the consequen- 
ees are as sad, as they are certain. 
Contemplate the reverse of the 
picture. Behold the youth cf adjoin- 
ing farms for several miles in circum- 
ference, collected together in one 
school; pursuing the same studies ;| 
partaking of the same general care, 


—lor, it will necessarily happen, 





that impressions, Weich have not been 
srenthened by reflection, wiil be 
uickly obliterated ; and we cannot 
xpect to derive permanent advan- 
‘age from the mere pursuit of tem- 
porary enjoyment. 

To obviate the effects of a prac- 
ice sO pernicious, and to accustom 
to the Investigation of 
causes, the study of bistory is pe- 


he mind 


culiarly adapced, for while it furnish- 


es to the reflecung mind, ample room 











in a moral and religious point of view, 
which every conscientious teache: 
will find it his pleasure to extend to- 
ward his pupils; participating in the 


lor the exercise of its powers, it is 


in itself, sufficiently attractive, to en- 
gage the attention of the most care- 
less reader, it is indeed deiightful, to 


* Steal 











same innocent recreations ; growing 


From all we may be, or have been before ; 


[7] 
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to associate with men, upon whom 
a worid has gazed with fear and 
wonder, to mingle in the conflicts oi 
nations, and to dwell upon the rest- 
lessness of ambition, the fearless per- 
severence of patriotism : nor is it less 
instructive to mark the gradual un- 
foldings of virtuous or vicious pro- 
pensities, and to observe how fre- 
quently the sacrifice of all the enjoy- 
ments of life to the attainment of 
some favourite objects has been re- 
warded, with the hopeless gloom at- 
tendant upon satiety. History may 
thus be said to convey to us the ex- 
perience of ages ; and he must be an 
indifferent or a prejudiced observer, 
who cannot find his own feelings por- 
trayed in the motives which it deve- 
lopes. 

But, with whatever views we may 
have undertaken this important study, 
we shall find it fruitless of perma- 
nent benefit, unless we shall have 
been impressed with the conviction 
of the absolute necessity of examin- 
ing into the evidence of facts, and 
the correctness of deductions. It is 
thus only that we can be preserved 
from the danger of imbibing errone- 
ous opinions on subjects affecting the 
common prejudices of mankind, or 
the peculiar doctrines of our authors. 
[t is this assumption of popular sen- 
timents which has degraded the hu- 
man character, and reduced the high. 
est intellectual powers to a depend- 
ance upon the lowest; and it is this 
reliance upon the impartiality of the 
historian, which has lent its assistance 
to the speculations of a false philoso. 
phy, in leading men into all the wan- 
derings of scepticism. Let the stud: nt 
of history who is in pursuit of truth, 


| 
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endeavour to acquaint himself with 
‘he private opinions of the author 
whom he has taken for his guide, 
ind iet him beware, lest he admit 
any conclusion, however unimpor- 
tant, which may seem to be at vari- 
ance with the dictates of reason or of 
experience. ‘Two important ends 
will thus be attained. By establish- 
ing a connection between the events 
detailed in history, and the reason- 
ings founded upon them, they will be 
more likely to be retained in the me- 
mory; and by convincing himself of 
the failacies in the arguments of its 
opponents, the reality of any truth 
will be more deeply impressed upon 
the mind. He who is thus habituated 
to scrutiny, will derive instruction 
from the errors of those with whom 
he is conversant; and may be com- 
pared (to borrow from the beautiful 
simile of bishop Horne,) to those 
who visit the country in spring, for 
whom “the very hedges are in 
bloom, and every thorn produces 4 
a flower.” Cc. 
meme 
ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE 
FOR THE RURAL MAGAZINE. 

The following is an extract of a let- 
ter from the late President Adams, 
to a friend of the editors. Any thing 
from the pen of this eminent and ve- 
nerable man will be read with inte- 
rest, and ought to be public property. 
The anecdote is charactirestic, and 
the obvious moral influence to be de- 
duced from it, will strike the mind of 
every attentive reader. 


Quincy, January 12th, 1820. 
Dear Sin.—I thank you for your 
New-Year’s letter, kc. «© *# # # 
|As agriculture is the nursing mo- 
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ther of us all, it cannot be too assi- 
duously cultivated ; nor is it likely to 
be too much honoured, while mer- 
eantile profits are so much greater, 
and military glory is esteemed the 
highest glory ! 

The “ American’’* is an able wri- 
ter; but I wish he had avoided so 
many appearances of endeavouring 
to justify, or at least to apologize for 
slavery in general. His arguments 
ad hominem from the Bible, remind. 
ed me of an anecdote, which as I am 
an old man, and as old age has a pri- 
vilege to be talkative and narrative, I 
will attempt to relate: In the winter 
of ’76, Mr. Paine’s Common Sense 
and my Thoughts on Government, 
made their appearance in public, the 
one not long after the other. Common 
Sense recommended the Thoughts 
on Government; an organization in 
three distinct departments, as inde- 
pendent of each other as human be- 
ings can be ;—the legislature to con- 
sist of three branches. Mr. Paine 
came flying to my apartment, to re- 
proach me for publishing a monar- 
chico, aristicratico, democratico sys- 
tem. He scolded violently, but I 
soothed him down by laughing at 
him in my turn. Paine, said I, how 
could you be such an abominable hy- 
pocrite, as to pretend to prove in 
your Common Sense from the Old 
Testament, that monarchy was not 
lawful by the word of Gop? This 
struck him dumb for a moment, but 
recovering himself, and shrugging 
his shoulders, and laughing, said, 





* The author of a long letter to the 
“Edinburgh Reviewers,” published in 
the National Intelligencer. 
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with great contempt; “ I believe no- 
thing of the Old Testament, nor the 
New neither ;” and then pausing, said, 
“ T have had thoughts of publishing 
my opinions upon religion, but upon 
the whole I have concluded to put it 
off till the latter part of my life.” This 
plan he consistently pursued. 

I am not sorry his bones are gone 
to England, to moulder in the soil 
where they grew ; for I claim nei- 
ther to myself or to my country, 
any honour from having once sup- 
ported them. 

I am, Sir, your obliged friend, and 
humble servant, Joun Apbams. 

FAMILIAR LETTERS 
From an Englishman in this coun- 
try to his Friend at home. 


(Communicated for the Rural Magazine.) 
No. I. 


Philada. Sept. 16, 1819. 
My Dear G. 

You know how very apt persons 
are to form an opinion of other per- 
sons with whom accident or design 
makes them acquainted, either on the 
very wise principles of Lavater, or 
the still wiser principles of Doctor 
—what’s his name—(I wish I could 
forget as easily the labour I lost in 
studying him)—who first conceived 
cramiology. You know also that I had 
every predisposition to the study of 
both these abstruse sciences, and the 
consequent deductions; so you will 
not be much surprised when I tell 
you that I have employed the time 
that has elapsed since the date of my 
last, in observing the physiognomy of 
Philadelphia. I did this, before I 
trespassed on the good-will, the hos- 
pitality, or the politeness of any of 





Or 


its citizens. You will observe I am per- 
fectly distinct in my classification, an 

I beg of you to remember this, when 
you peruse any of my rambling epis- 
tles hereafter. My letters would, I 
hope, have commanded the civil at- 
tention of any person to whom they 
were addressed, independent of any 
particular kindness to which the re- 
commendation of our venerable Qua- 
ker friend D of London would 
on the principle of reciprocity entitle 
me. But before I penetrated like 
Asmodeus in * Le Diable Boiteaux,” 
into the domestic circle, the parlour, 
the halls, the tables, or the toilettes, or 
(shall I say it) to the counter and the 
desk. I wished to sce the roofs, at least. 
if I could not see through them. So for 
the last week I have been studying 











physiognomies. There can be no need | 
of apology to you my friend, who, 
(Heaven be praised) have never had | 
occasion to leave the precincts of 
your ancient patrimony for any thing 
but pleasure, for dilating on a city! 
that so far as it regards myself, has | 
hitherto been on a par with Hercula-| 
neum or Pompeia. Some manuscripts | 
and some printed accounts I Aave 
seen, but like those saved from the 
lava of Vesuvius, they were hardly) 
worth unfolding Indeed, I always) 
pitied poor Sir Humphrey for so in- 
comprehensible a task. He had bet 
ter have staid at home, and made ex- 
periments in separating the brick 
and mortar from the old ruins iord 
L boasts of having been in his fa- 
mily, at the smallest calculation from 
William Rufus. I do wonder what 
it could have been that the ancients 








took such care of. 
Well—lI have seen Philadelphia— 
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And if it were not for the dull mo- 
notony of its right angles—the wide 
streets that throw such an immense 
space between your lodgings and any 
desired object—the want of all the 
cries I have been used to in all the 
popular cities | have frequented, ex- 


cept, indeed, the solitary halloo of 


a sweep, (and then only before one 
gets up In a morning) and the ever- 
lasting gong that wakes me from 
my sweetest slumber, and dreams of 
home, with all its indefinable attrac- 
tions, I would say that Philadelphia 
was a very decent, orderly, well ar- 
ranged, and handsome city. But give 
me Hogarth’s line of beauty; I hate 
your everlasting parallels that run to- 
gether to infinity, and never unite. By 
the way I am told that I shall be am- 
ply gratified in this respect in New 
York and Boston. There is only one 
street in this city, called Dock street, 


that is entitled to any claim to my fan- ~ 


cy ; and that 3s too broad, and nobody 
lives in it—all shops and warehouses. 

The weather is remarkably fine,— 
every body complains of a want of 
rain:—for my par I must coniess | 
had enough at home; and if I must 
find fault with the climate, it is too 
Yet I do not find the lassitude 
I expected, consequent on exercise 
in the open Notwithstanding a 
mid-day sun, that in England we 
should have thought intolerable, a 
young gentleman with whom I form- 
ed an acquaintance at our excellent 
hotel, prevailed upon me to take a 
promenade along the Philadelphia 
Bond street, which here is denomi- 
ated Chesnut street. We saw some 
mansions that would not have disgra- 
ced one of our fashionable squares ;— 


hot. 


air. 





| 
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some ladies that would: have honour- 
ed the very first equipage that sports 
in Hyde Park. Only a few could 
boast of our Saxon complexion ; but 
their forms were cast in a s:perior 
mould ;—this I apprehend is aborigi 
nal—and although I cannot learn tha 
any are willing to acknowledge thei 
derivation from the native Indians 
several circumstances induce me to 
believe there has been a greater mix 
ture with the first occupants of this 
vast continent than has been gene- 
rally supposed. But more of this 
hereafter—if in my contemplated vi 
sit next summer to the falls of Nia 
gara, I should meet with some of the 
deer skinned heroes and heroines of 
this western hemisphere. I have laid 
all those of the sock and buskin on 
the shelf, and am enthusiast enough 
to expect perfection among the sava- 
ges of North America. Why should 
I not? Through all the obloquy that 
has been thrown upon them by their 
ruthless despoilers, 


** More savage still than they,” 


through all that inveteracy of feel- 
ing which those who injure univer- 
sally entertain—and “ they who injure 
never pardon,” you may still find a 
confession, or rather an admission ol 
their virtues and their talen's, of thei 
magnanimity of character, and thei 
elevation of soul. Not merely that 
indifference to privation and bodily 
suffering which we have been taught, 
Was characteristic of savage life, but 
in spite of the natural principle ot 
retaliation and revenge, (and I will 
maintain that it is a natural principle | 
they have evinced that virtue whici 





the Bible has never taught many oi 
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us who have had access to it—/forgive- 
ness of our enmies. 

Do not, however, think that I have 
iost myself in the interminalle firrests 
which still remain to the original pro- 
prietors of this continent—or that I 
have assumed the rifle and the moc- 
casin. I should even prefer taking 
up my residence in this place which 
you know we have always considered 
one of the advanced posts in the march 
of civilization. It is true I have not 
yet descended from the roofs as afore- 
said, to see what kind of an animal a 
Phiiadelphian really is in his own fa- 
mily circle, and shall have to defer a 
picture of this non-descript tll op- 
portunity of observation occurs. I 
have as yet seen only the outside. I 
have seen the Pennsylvania hospi- 
tal externally ; I have seen the figure 
of old William Penn standing hke 
a good old fashioned broad brim- 
med sentinel before the door of the 
edifice, like all sentries exposed to 
the wind and the weather, with his 
head as it were drooping over the 
fine hot-house plants that surround 
bim. But a bronze statue of the old 
gentleman I must confess seemed ra- 
ther outre, although he richly deser- 
ved an equipment in that same cos- 
tume from the perseverance which 
history tells us he evinced in the 
strife with the bailiffs that beset him 
in our old island, But let that pass ; 
I wouid consent to be surrounded by 
tipstaves all my life to leave sucha 
character as he did behind —I have 
seen the Academy of Fine Arts, most 
modestly retiring from public view, 
behind a range of buildings that some 
vf the ciis have unconscionably erect- 








ed on the front of the street, thus 


Fe aterm 
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clearly evincing their disposition, to 
use the words of my Chesnut street 
friend, to throw the fine arts in the 
back ground. By the way the good 
peopie here are said to be (by the 
New Yorkers at least) most intolera- 
bly given to funning, and I must ad- 
mit that some of the gentlemen who 
attend our excellent ordinary, have 
put off a few attempts at that vile 
species of wit, of a most contempti 





ble character. I should, however, 


be very sorry to pass an opinion on|! 
ii 


the whole genus by the few Speci: || Treatise on Agriculture. 


mens I have seen. Philadelphia is 
really a very handsome city; yet to) 
take a panoramic view of it, you 
would be exceedingly disappointed. 
There are no steeples, or rather there 
is one, and that a very decent one— 
the architecture of which is by no 
means contemptible ; but then there 
is but one steeple ina city of upwards 
of fifteen thousand houses, principally 
constructed of brick. If there were 
only a standard or ensign appended 
to its spire, which is about 200 feet 
from the ground, and that standard 
in proportion to its height, this good- 
ly town would look like one grand 
encampment. Few of the houses 
exceed three stories, of about ten or 
twelve feet each. The city is how- 
ever, flanked by two shot towers, 
one in the southeast. the other in the 
northwestern extremity ; which af 
ford some relief to the dead unifor- 
mity in the general aspect of the 
town. How successful the proprie- 


tors of these said towers may have 
been in the pursuit of their vocation, 
I know not; but for ornament to this 
place, I would not give one steeple, 


| good old diocesan episcopal church 
for a thousand of them. 

You see I have obeyed the injunc.- 
tion laid on me at parting, to express 
every thing as it presented itself to my 
observation, but in nothing can you 
find more sincerity of feeling than 
when I assure you neither time nor 
distance has diminished the warmth 
of affection with which I continue to 
be your friend. 
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Of the actual state of Agriculture in Europe. 


This is very different in different 
states, and even in different parts of 
the same state; its greater or less de- 
gree of perfection, depending on cau- 
ses physical, or political, or both. 
Where a state, or part of a state, 
from soil, climate, manners, or geo- 
graphical position, draws its princi- 
pal subsistence from the fishery or 
the chase, as in the more northern 
parts of Europe, agriculture will not 
succeed; when a state is from any 
cause both essentially maritime or 
manufacturing, as in England, or 
principally manufacturing, as in Prus- 
sia; where public opinion has de- 
}graded manual labour, as in Spain, 
| Portugal, and the Papal territory ; or 
where laws villainize it, as in Russia, 
Prussia, Poland, Hungary, &c. &c. 
it is in vain to expect pre-eminent 
agriculture—-These principles will 
receive illustration as we go along. 

1. In the Campania of Rome, 
where in the time of Pliny were 
counted twenty-three cities, the tra- 
veller is now astonished and depres- 
sed at the silence and desolation that 
surround him.—iven from Rome to 
Trescati, (four leagues of road the 
most frequented) we find only an arid 








like that which is bottomed in the 





plain, without trees, without mee- 
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dows, natural or artificial, and with- 
out villages, or other habitation of 
man! Yet is this wretchedness not 
the fault of soil or climate, which 
(with little alteration*) continue to 
be what they were in the days of 
Augustus. “ Man is the only growth 
that dwindles here,’ and to his de- 
ficient or ill directed industry, are 
owing all the calamities of the scene.t 
Instead of the hardy and masculine 
labours of the field; the successors 
of Cato and of Pliny employ them. 
selves in fabricating sacred vases, hair 
howders and fromatums, artificial 
hearis, fiddle strings, embroidercd 
gloves, and religious relics / They 
are also great collectors of pictures, 
statues, and medals—* dirty gods and 
coins,” and find an ample reward in 
the ignorance and credulity of those 
who buy them. 

2. How different from this picture 
is that of Tuscany! where the soil, 
though less fertiie,f is covered with 
grains, with vines, and with cattle ; 
and where a surface of 12U0 square 
leagues, subsists a population of nine 
hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, 
of whom eighty thousand are agricul- 
turists. It may amuse, if it does not in- 
struct, the reader, to offer a few de- 
tails of a husbandry, among the most 
distinguished of the present age. The 
plough of the north of Europe, as of 





* The climate of [taly is now warmer 
than it was in the Augustan age, which Buf- 
fon ascribes to the draimung of great tracts 
of swampy lands in Germany. 

tT ‘“* Un Romain meme le plus indigent 
rougiroit de cultiver la terre. Bosc, 

+ “ Two thirds of Tuscany consist of 
mountains.” Vol, viii. p. 202. Geographic, 
~Mathematique et Phisique: See also For- 
syth’s remarks, p. 8U, where are detailed 
the principal causes of her prosperity. 
* Leopold,” says he, ** in selling the crown 
lanus, studiously divided large tructs of rich 
but neglected land, into small properties. 
His favourite plan of encouraging agricul- 
ture consisted, not in doards, societies, and 
premiums, but in giving the labourer a secu- 
rity and interest in the soi—in multiplying 
small freeholders—in extending the liyell, 
or life leases, ke. &c. 
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this country, has the powers of a 
wedge, and acts perpendicularly ; but 
‘hat of Tuscany resembles a shovel, 
is eight or nine inches long, and near- 
ly as broad, and cuts the earth hori- 
zontally. This instrument is particu- 
larly adapted to the loose and fria- 


ble texture of the soil. A second 
plough, of the same shape, but of 
smaller size, follows that already de- 
scribed, and with the aid of the hoe 
and the spade,* throws the earth, al- 
ready broken and pulverised, into 
four feet ridges, or beds, on which 
the crop is sown. The furrows an- 
swer a threefold purpose ; they drain 
the beds of excessive mvisture, venti- 
late the growing crops, and supply 
paths for the weeders. 

The rotation of crops, employs two 
periods of different length; the one 
of three, the other of five years. In 
the rotation of three years, the ground 
is sown five times, and in that of four 
years, seven times, as toillows. 

First year, wheat, and alter wheat 
lupins. 

Second year wheat, and after wheat 
turnips. 

Third year, Indian corn or millet. 

First year, wheat, and after wheat 
beans. 

Second year, wheat, and after wheat 
lupins. 

Third year, wheat, and after wheat 
lupinella : (annual clover.) 

Fourth year, Indian corn, or millet. 

In the Syanese Maremna, where 
the lands want neither repose or ma- 
nure, the constant alternation is Aemfe 
and wheat, and the produce of the lat- 
ter, often twenty-four bushels thresh- 
ed, for one sown. 

It will be seen from this course of 
crops, that the principal object of Tus- 
can agriculture, is wheat, of which 
they have two species, the one bald, 
the other bearded ; both larger than 





* It is among the most important cove- 
nants of a Tuscan lease, that one third of 
the ground be annually worked with a 


|| spade 
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the corresponding species in othe: 
countries of Europe; couvertible in 
to excelient bread and pustes,and pro 
bably vut varieties of that Si ilian fa- 
mily, which Pliny describes, as yield 

ing “ most flour and least b-an, and 
suffering no degradation from time.” 
It is harves ed about the middle ol 
June and when the grain crop is se- 
cured, the ploughing tor the second, 
or forage crop, begins; which besides 
lupins, lupinella, and beans, often con 

sists of a mixture of lupins, turnips, 
and flax. The lupins ripen first and 
are gathered in autumn ; the turnips 
are drawn in the winter and the flax 
in the spring. 

Besides the application of ordinary 
manures, the jupin is ploughed down, 
when in flower; a practice that be- 
gan with the Romans: Columella 
says, “ of ail leguminous vegetables, 
the /ufiin is that which most merits 
attention, because it costs least, em- 
ploys least time and furnishes an ex 
cellent manure” The culture of this 
vegetable is different, according to 
the purposes for which it is raised ; 
if for grain, the ground has two 
ploughings and twenty-five pounds 
weight of seed to a square of a hun 
dred toises : if for manure, one plough 
ing Is sufficient. Like our buckwheat, 
its vegetation is quick and its growth 
rapid , whence the far:her advantage 
of suppressing, and even of destroy 
ing the weeds that would have infest- 
ed any other crop. In the neighbour- 
hood of Florence, th y are in the |} 
practice of burning the soil; which| 
they do by digging holes, filling them 
with faygots and raising the earth in- 
to mounds over them.—=The fageots 
are then inflamed and burnt, and with 
them the incumbent earth, which is 
afterwards scattered, so as to give the 
whole field the same preparation. 

3d.“ The countries,” says Arthur 
Young, “the most rich and flourisi.- 
ing of Europe, in proportion to their 
extent, are probably Piedmont ana the 
Milanese. We there meet all the 
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well conditioned population, great ex- 
»--tadons, considerable interior con- 

sumption, superb roads, many opu- 

nh towns, a ready and abundant cir- 
culation, the int. rest of money low, 

he price of labour high; in one 

word, it 18 impossible to cite a single 
tact that shews that Manchester, Bir- 
mingham, Rouen, and Lyons, are in 
a condition ejually prosperous, 2s the 
whole of these Dutchies.” Their po- 
puilation is stated at © 1,114,000, and 
the territory at littke more than two 
iniliions of arpents, (acres.) Wheat, 
rye, indian corn, flax and hemp, the 
vine and the olive, the caper and the 
cotton tree, with all kinds of garden 
truits and vegetables, are cultivated 
here: the soil knows no repose, and 
much of it yields annually and uni- 
formly two crops of grain, or three 
of grass.”** These are the miracles 
of irrigation ; not a drop of water is 
lost. Besides the permanent supplies 
furnished from lakes, ponds, rivers, 
creeks and springs, even the winter 
torrent and summer shower, are every 
where intercepted by drains, and 
led to reservoirs; whence they are 
distributed at will to the neighbour- 
ing grounds. 

In 1770. an agricultural school was 
established at Milan, consisting of 220 
boys, who were instructed in theoreti- 
cal and practical husbandry.— 1 his in- 
tituiion has escaped the notice of 
travellers; and we are unable to say 
whether it has or has not, fulfilled the 
intentions of its projectors. 

4. Switzerland has about 1444 
square leagues of surface, and pre- 
sents an assemblage of mountains, 
one rising above another, until the 
summits are lost in masses of snow 
and ice, which never melt. This 
short description sufficiently indicates 


ithe character of both the soil and the 


climate ; yet unpropitious as these 
‘rey we find a population of 1242 
; : ; 
inhabitants to each square league - 











signs of prosperity——an active and 


* Geographic, Mathematique, &c. Arti 


‘cle Italie. 
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x- Gf : “ This is perhaps the country of the 
___world, which presents the most hap- 





ne 

u- ~—s~py effects of an industry always ac- 
ir- _ tive and presevering. The traveller, 
w, Who climbs her mountains, is struck 
ne - with admiration when he _ beholds 
rle vineyards and rich pastures in those 
ir- places, which before appeared naked 
in _ and barren rocks. The traces of the 
he _ plough are perceived on the border 
0- _ of precipices, where the most savage 
nd’ + animals do not pass without danger ; 
vO ' in one word the inhabitants appear to 
at, & have conquered all obstacles, whether 
he _ arising from soil, position or climate 
he and to have drawn abundance from a 
en | territory, condemned by nature to 
ed _ perpetual sterility.”’* 

nd : 5. The classical reader will re- 
ni- member, that Sfain was the garden 

ec | of the Hesperides of the Roman wri- 

es _._ ters; by which was meant the com- 

is _ binations of a fine climate, a rich soil 

es and an active and intelligent agricul- 

rs, ture. To this state of things, even 

er the empire of the Goths was not fa- 

ry _. tal,t and that of the Moors rendered 

nd | it: still more distinguished. In their 

re hands, the plains of Valentia were 


cultivated throughout, with the ut- 
most care and skill; and where their 
Wheels, reservoirs, and drains of irri- 
>) 4 gation, yet remain, the soil continues 

_ to yield the richest and most abun- 
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animated by the presence of liberty 
and industry ; nothing can be more 
charming than the coasts, nothing 
more attractive than the culture of 
the vallies. Throughout the thirty 
leagues that separate Bedassod from 
Vittoria, every quarter of an hour we 
discover some well built village, or 
comfortable cottage.’”* 

How different is the aspect of the 
other provinces! In these, not more 
than two thirds of the earth are cul- 
tivated; and “ it is not uncommon to 
travel eight and ten leagues together, 
without finding a trace of human in- 
dustry. In the district of Badejoz 
alone, is a desert of twenty-six leagues 
in length and twelve in breadth.t Ten 
of the fourteen leagues that traverse 
the duchy of Medina Sidonia, consist 
altogether of pasturage. There is no 
where a vestige of man; not an or- 
chard, not a garden, not a ditch, not 
a cottage to be seen! The great 
proprietor appears to reign, like the 
lion in the desert, repulsing by his 
roaring all who would approach him. 
But, instead of human colonies, we 
encounter troops of horned cattle and 
of mares, wandering, self directed, 
over plains, to which the eye can dis- 
cover no boundary or barrier, and 
which brings to one’s recollection the 


























‘days when the beasts shared with 


man the empire of the earth.’’} 

“ Even when the plough is used, 
it is littke more than a great knife 
fastened to a stick, that just scratches 
the surface. The grain is threshed 
by horses, or mules driven over it, or 
by means of a plank studded with 








nails or flint stones and drawn across 
it. With even this miserable cul- 


_ over these, every thing one finds is|/ture, the land in Andalusia yields 
| . . 
(considerable crops; yet are the In- 





* Burgoing’s modern Spain, vol. i. 





t Borde’s Hineraira de Espagne, vol. 


+ Burgoing. Spain has been long re- 


gation, The former are now exclusively || nowned for its horses. The Romans, in 

: * ii . . . . . . 
used in Tuscany, and Cato’s precept, ‘ Prata |/ settling their pedigree and illustrating their 
uTigua,’ &¢c, shews whence their know- || swiftness, called them ‘the children of the 


ul- 
* dant products. In Catalonia, Na- 
of | varre, Galitia and the Austurias, many 
ay species of the ancient agriculture are 
he _ yet in vigour, because “the leases 
| are long, and the landlord cannot cafi- 
44 | | Ticiously violate them.” The same 
wi causes are followed by the same ef- 
an fects, in the three districts of Biscaya, 
™ Guiposcoa and Alava. “In running 
Ww 
his 
[es *Idem. Article Helvetia. 
he fa { It appears from Varro Dere rustica and || 
_ the letters of Cassiodorus, that the Goths || 
Se introduced into Spain the subterranean || iv. p. 30. 
42 granaries, called Sit/os, and the art of irri- | 
c. 
rti ‘edge of the latter was derived. 
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habitants too lazy or too few to ga 
ther them together. This is done by 
Galiegos, who are the fabourers of 
Spain.” We need scarcely remark, 
that in a state of agriculture like 
this, the peasantry cannot be either 
well fed or well clothed. “ The 
mountaineers live principally upon 
roasied acorns and goats’ milk, and 
those of the plain (from Barcelona 
to Malaga) on bread steeped with oil, 
and occasionally seasoned with vine- 
gar.* 

It is wide of our object to examine 
the causes of the degradation of 
character, which marks the agricul- 
ture of Spain. Well informed wri- 
ters have ascribed it to the expulsion 
of the Moors and Jews, to the weight 
of taxes and imposts, to the mesta or 
common right of pasturage, to the 
discovery of America and its conse 
quences, to the effect of climate and 
the ill judged charity of bishops and 
convents, but principally to the great 
manorial grants and unequal divi- 
sion of the soil, which followed the 
conquest. “ We often find six, eight, 
ten, and even fifteen leagues of ex- 
tent belonging to one master. The 
nobility and clergy possess nearly the 
whole country. One third of Spain 
belongs to the families of Medina, 
Celi, D’Alva, De |’Infatado, D’ Ace- 
da, and to the archbishops, bishops 
and chapters of Toledo, Compostella, 
Valentia, Seville and Murcia. A 





*Swinburne’s Travels, Vol. I. A Span- 
ish peasant, who has earned or begged 
enough for the wants of the day, will re- 
fuse to earn more, even by running an er- 
rand. Striking as this fact is, it does not so 
well illustrate Spanish indolence as the fol- 
lowing anecdote from the same pen. In 
the great sedition at Madrid, which ended 
in the defeat of the king, and the disgrace 
of his minister, (the Marquis des Squillas) 
and in its most fervid moments, both par- 
ties retired about dinner time to take their 
nap or meridiana, after which they return- 
ed to the combat with new viyour and en- 
raged fury. If hadits can thus control the 
passions, to what important uses might not 
a wise legislation turn them? 
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/great proportion of these Jands re- 
|main untilied and untenanted, and 
those which are jet in Cortijo o 
farms are double or treble the quan- 
tity that can be occupied in tillage.”* 
6. The agriculture of Portugai, 
has been subjected to the same evils 
as that of Spam, to which may be 
superadded, her connexion with Great 
Britain ; under whose policy she has 
become a raiser of fruit instead of 
grain. 

7. France is probably the country 
of Europe, which most unites the 
great desiderata of an extended and 
profitable agriculture ; fertility of soil, 
mildness of climate, a dense popula- 
tion, an enlightened government, and 
facility of exportation. | Witbin her 
ancient limits, she boasts of a surface 
of more than one hundred and fifteen 
millions of arpents, and a population 
of twenty-two millions of inhabitants. 
The following tables will shew, in a 
compressed form, the nature of her 
soil, and the use to which it is put.t 


GEOLOGICAL TABLE. 


Arpents or Acres. 


Alluvial and other rich soil, 26,159,340 


Chalky do 13,268,911 
Gravelly do 3,261,826 
Stony do 18,128,660 
Sandy do 7,553,956 


Substratum of clay with aslight 
covering of sand—called 
landes, 

Granitic and other mountains 


AGRICULTURAL TABLES. 

63,600,000 
4,764,960 

15,931,850 
5,464,800 


21.879,120 
25,261,946 


Arable land 
Vineyards, 

Woods, 

Natural meadows, 
Artificial meadows, 


Lakes, marshes, wastes, 19,460,049 





Total, 115,493,759 





| From the average of a number ol 
statistical tables made by the Abbe 





*Le Borde’s Heneraire D’Espagne, 
Vol. L. 
¢ See Geographique, &c. Vol. VI. At. 





| France, p. 13, and Young’s tour throug! 
!' France. 


6,332,100 | 
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D’Expillyt and others, it appears that 
in 1777, the agriculture of France was 
sufficient for the subsistence of its in- 
habitants, and had a surplus to spare ;* 
and though it be universally admitted 
that her condition in this respect 1s 
not less prosperous mow than it was 
then,t still it cannot be dissembled 
that her husbandry has many defects. 
1. A supposed resemblance be- 


tween the earth and animals, gave | 


rise to fallows ; because men and 
horses required repose after /adour, 
it was supposed that after cropping, 
the earth also required it. Faithful to 
this absurd analogy, the French land- 
lord binds down his tenent by lease, 
not to crop the soil more than ¢hree 
years in four, which in effect is to 
consign to barrenness or weeds, one 
fourth of the whole arable land of 
France yearly ! 

2. There is not a sufficiently fixed, 
or steady proportion, between arad/e 
and fasture land.—The production 
of grain is the great object of culture 


—often with too little regard to the | 


nature of the soil, and generally with- 
out any to its improvement. “ Where 
pasturage is scanty, where natural 
meadows are bad, where artificial are 
rare, and root husbandry little exten- 
ded, cattle cannot be either numerous 
or well conditioned ; and as without 
these there can be no manure, so 





*The products of agricultural labour, 
were, in these tables, stated at 114,552,000 
L. T. Those of manufacturing labour at 
128,015,000. 

¢ The effects of the revolution of 1789 
on agriculture are no longer doubtful. The 
suppression of tythes—of the exclusive pri- 
vilege—of the chase—of every species of 
corvee (labour performed by tenants for 
landlords)—of taxes or rents, and of rights 
of commonage—was among these effects ; 
and if to these we add the division of the 
great landed estates of the nobility and cler- 
gy, there can no longer be any scepticism 
on this point, No truth is better estab- 


lished than the advantage of small farms 
over great, as far as the pudlic is concern- 
ed. The Roman latifundia (military grants) 
destroyed Roman agriculture. 
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without manure there can be no abun- 
dance.”’* 

3. The land is generally worked by 
Jarmers, hired for that frurfrose, or by 
renters on short leases; which in nei- 
ther case betters the condition of the 
soil; the one having no interest in im- 
provements, and the other too small 
a one to justify any expense in making 
them. 

4. A good rotation system, adapted 
to the soiland climate, is not absolutely 
unknown, and may be found even in 
whole districts (as in French Fland- 
ers) but much too rarely. We have 
seen wheat and fal/ows alternately for 
vears; and wheat, rye, hemp and rye, 
and many others equally ridiculous. 

5. To the eye, more than one half 
of France is a common, without fen- 
ces of any kind, excepting garden 
or park walls. Can there be order, 
economy and security, under such cir- 
cumstances? Can the /folice and the 
gens d’armes be sufficient substitutes ? 
| dibany Argus, 


(To be continued. ) 
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In that volume whose morality is 
as sound, as the religion, it inculcates 
is celestial ; and which is in fact an 
inexhaustible source of human wis- 
dom, as well as a pure and incorrupt- 
ible fountain of divine light; we are 
jtaught to “despise not the day of 
'small things.” 
| How much better off than they are, 
would thousands of their countrymen 
be at this moment, had this injunc- 
tion never failed of its proper effect 
upon their conduct! If they had 
constantly cherished it in their recol- 
lection and carried it into practice in 








their daily occupations. But to con- 
template the past or the present is 
needless, if it be not with a view to 





awaken the soul not only to a proper 





* Herbin’s¥statistique Gen. de la France 





Vol. I. introduc. 
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train of reflection, but to a salutary 
system of practice for the future. 

If we had not “ despised the day 
of small things,” and sought too ea- 
gerly after brilliant speculations and 
splendid fortunes, thousands of us 
might now be blessed with ease and 
competence, and still animated by a 
sober and useful spirit of industry, 
who are, on the contrary, plunged in- 
to embarrasment, stripped of our 
property, and paralyzed in our ener- 
gies, 

We began the world with fair 
prospects, and we thought, at the 
same time with firm resolutions not 
to blast them by seeking too eagerly 
after fairer ones; but man is rarely 
contented with what is simply good 
or bright; he must have something 
better and brighter. There is always 
some tree whose fruit is forbidden, or 
beyond his reach, but of which he 
cannot rest easy till he has tasted. 
He can never think of resting upon 
the clear declivity, whilst the “ cloud- 
capped” summnit is above him, veil- 
ing something which he has not seen, 


and which may be, as he is apt to 
imagine, a pleasing, a valuable or a 


wonderful discovery. 

Thus it is that we always reject 
the good within our grasp, in the de- 
lusive hope of grasping something 


better beyond it; that we lose sight | 
of the content and happiness which | 


are to-day within our reach; and look 


to the morrow to bring forth that! 
which will satisfy our desires, and | 


cause us to rejoice in our existence. 
But the morrow comes, our antici- 


pations are-not realized, and we vain- | 


ly regret that we had not enjoyed the 
day before, as we might have done, 
without trusting to a deceitful futu- 
rity. 

We aim to inculcate moderation 
in the desire of weaith, or of any other 
acquisition which is supposed to con- 
tribute to human happiness, combi- 
ned with a steady, industrious and 
persevering attention to the means of 
obtaining what we desire. 














To this’ 
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end, we must not “ despise the day 
of small things ;’’ but must set out 
in every undertaking with a determi- 
nation to take advantage of the most 
trivial, as well as the most important 
circumstance, calculated to favour 
our designs. We must watch with 
the eyes of an Argus for Opportuni- 
ty, never forgetting, that she is bald 
behind, and must therefore be caught 
by the forelock, if caught at all. 
When once she turns her back upon 
us, she is soon out of sight, and we 
vainly attempt to overtake her. She 
mocks at our folly, and leaves us to 
brood, in hopeless amazement, over 
our own blindness and imbecility. 

But who are they that “ despise the 
day of small things ?” They are too 
numerous for description in a brict 
essay ; but we shall point out a few, 
and leave the reader’s imagination to 
enlarge the catalogue. 

The mecuanic who puts off a 
small job, as unworthy of his atten- 
tion, because he happens to have a 
larger one on hand; without stop 
ping to reflect, that small streams 
are more numerous than large ones; 
that the former continually supply 
the latter; and that by a steady suc- 
cession of small jobs, he may acquire 
a capital to execute large ones upou 
his own account. 

‘The Mexounant who will sit behind 
his counter with a segar in his mouth, 
and think it derogatory to his dignity 
to reply to a demand for a_ shilling’s 
worth of any thing. Such “ smai/ 
things” are too insignificant for this 
man of smoke; and consequent!y 
when those who call for them, and 
find themselves neglected, have oc- 
casion to make a darge purchase, they 
go to him, who will not only lay down 
his segar, but leave his dinner, if re- 
quired to wait upon them in ever so 
small a way. 

The puysician, who passes by the 
the poor man’s door hardly stopping 
to give a hasty prescription, although 
he never fails to loiter in the sick 
rooms of the rich and the powerful, 
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till his sycophancy becomes as dis- 
gusting to the mind, as his medicine 
is nauseating to the stomach of his 
patient. 

The Lawyer who turns a deaf ear 
to an honest client with but /ve dol- 
lars in his pocket; but is quick of 
hearing when accosted by a party 
with a fifty dollar bill, and not over 
scrupulous either about the justice of 
the cause, 

The cLtercyman—and what shall 
we say of the Clergyman, who “ des- 
pises the day of small things ;” who 
forsakes and forgets the poor, but pi- 
ous flock, which first cherished him, 
to gratify his pride and ambition, and 
acquire those robes and riches which 
moths may corrupt and thicves may 
steal; and who is so eager withal 
to make converts, that he does not 
stop to be satisfied that conversion is 
the offspring of conviction, forgetting 
how much joy there is in Heaven 
over one sinner that truly repenteth ; 
and that the hope of the hypocrite 
shall perish for-ever ! 

The Farmer who clears more land 
than he can cultivate to advantage, 
destroying the present and prevent- 
ing the future growth of timber to no 
purpose ; who keeps his produce on 
hand, when he can get a good and sa- 
ving price, in hopes it may rise ; who 
sells it at last for less than he couid 
have had at first; and who is not as 
grateful to God for a scanty harvest, 
as he is for a plentiful one. 

We might enlarge the catalogue 
of those, who, by “ desfising the day 
of smail things,” never arrive at that 
of great ones; but we do not wish to 
tire the reader with a tedious essay, 
when a light and pleasant one is our 
aim. 

There is, however, one precious 
delinquent, in whose soul we would 
gladly awaken those moral energies 
which alone can save it from eventu- 
al ruin ; from the tortures of self-con- 
‘demnation, the contempt of mankind, 
and the horrors of despair. 

We mean the younc srupEnt of 
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GENIus, who consumes the vigour 
of his youth in the haunts of vice and 
infamy—who despises the minutia of 
his profession, whatever it may be, 
and wantonly neglects his daily stu- 
dies for the fresent, in pursuit of 
pleasure, intending, perhaps, to make 
great and rapid strides at a future 
time—but when that time arrives 
may find his former neglect and dis- 
sipation have destroyed the energies 
of his mind, and left it like a sieve, 
incapable of containing any thing but 
dregs! In this case the ruin is in- 
deed a melancholy one; for instead 
of being “ led, through paths of glo- 
ry, to the grave,” the stews and the 
state prison are too often the path- 
ways of such a youth to that closing 
scene; and his hic jacet may be 
found, if found at all, in the Potter’s 


field, that last receptacle of the dregs 


of humanity! Think of this, ye gid- 
dy, ye thoughtless young men, who 
are squandering your precious mo- 
ments in idleness and vice, dishon- 
ouring yourselves, disgusting your 
friends, disappointing the expecta- 
tions of your country, breaking the 
hearts of your fond parents, and bring- 
ing their “ grey hairs with sorrow to 
the graye !” How bitter will be your 
feelings, when you are driven to re- 
flect, as you finally must be, and per- 
haps at the foot of the gallows, that 
by your folly and wickedness, you 
have not only sealed your own ruin, 
but madly 


* Steep’d a mother’s couch in tears, 
** And ting'd a father’s glowing cheek with shame !” 


Many of those giddy young men, 


_to whom these remarks apply, may 
| perhaps sneer at the idea of being 


brought up at last, in their mad ca- 
reer, by the arm of the public execu- 
tioner. But let them turn, in some 
hour of solitude, if such hours ever 
bless them with the sweets of calm 
reflection, to the pages of the Crimi- 
nal Recorder! ‘They will there find, 
that trom GrorGE BARNWELL, down 
to James Hamizron, those who have 
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died upon the gallows have not al- 


ways plunged at once into the depths |! 


of depravity ; but have gone on, step 


by step, from slight deviations to se- | 


rious ones, till they have lost all sense | 
of shame, and become rebels to God || 
as well as man. In this degraded | 
state of their souls, they have not || 
stopt at the brothel, the cock-pit, or 
the gambling table; but urged by 
the demons of hell, they have wan-; 
tonly seized the dagger of assassina- | 
tion, and bathed it in the blood of in-: 
nocence ! thus closing their criminal), 


career by a deed of desperation. 
H. H. jr. 


Mr. Nicholson’s Prize Essay. | 
On a Rotation of Crops, and the} 





most profitable mode of collect-| 
ing, ‘preserving, and applying, 


Manures. 


(Communicated to the Albany County Agricultural 
Society.) 


[ConTINUED.] 

In the spring of the third year, we 
propose to sow the ground with bar- 
ley, after two or three ploughings— 
seed, two and a half bushels to the 
acre. At the same time also, give 
the ground at least 12 pounds of red 
clover seed to the acre, which may be 
carefully mixed with the barley, and 
sown together. Harrow the ground 
before sowing, and harrow in the seed, 
after it has been prepared in the 
manner before directed ; then, if the 
farmer is in possession of the roller, 
let this be passed over the ground, 
particularly if it be somewhat dry ; 
for, in such case, barley, being cover- 
ed with a husk, requires a close en- 
velopement with earth, in order that 
the progress of its germination be not 
either partially or wholly retarded. 
Next spring give the ground a top 
dressing of gypsum, of from one to 
two bushels to the acre, as circum- 
stances may seem to require.—Two 
clover crops are to be expected this 
season. The next, either one or two 
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|mate, but usually one only in more 
northerly regions ; and in this case let 
the second growth be laid prostrate, 
by the roller, passing over it in the 
|same direction in which the plough 
1 is to follow, in order that the growth 
may be carefully turned under. which 
| will form an excellent lay for winter 
|| wheat, or for rye, if the climate is not 
|| adapted to the growth of the for- 
‘mer crop. In suitable climates, 
|| wheat will succeed ona good clover 
lay even on light sandy lands. It is 
believed, however, that the species 
!of wheat which is considerably culti- 
vated in Pennsylvania, called spelt, 
| (triticum sfelta) may be successfully 
cultivated in any part of the northern 
states where wheat of the common 
‘sorts do not flourish.—When the 
sward has thus been turned under, 
let the surface be levelled by running 
‘the harrow lightly over it, in the 
/same direction in which the plough 
runs, and then cover the seed with the 
/harrow, run in a similar direction. 
Let the seed wheat be prepared in 
the manner before described, and let 
it be free from any mixture of rye, or 
| the seeds of cockle, or other weeds. 
| Next spring give the ground another 
| top dressing of gypsum, in order that a 
growth of white clover may rise after 
harvest, as this will afford considera- 
ble fall feed, and a fresh sward to be 
turned under in the latter part of the 
fall, the effect of which will be ex- 
plained when speaking of manures, 
| &c. 

Thus our rotation requires six sea- 
sons for its completion, and is com- 
posed of six or more different and 
successive crops. In exhibiting our 
plan, we intend it merely as an out- 
line of what we deem at least one of 
the best and most profitable systems 
of culture that can be pursued in good 
arable lands, where all obstructions 
to the most complete culture have 
been removed.——Other courses may 
probably be devised which may be as 
good, but we feel confident there can 
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may be taken, according to the cli- 


be none better. We consider this 
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rotation as comprehending a sufficient 
variety of crops for every purpose of 
affording the land rest by changes ; 
and although a course of rotation 
might be made to includea greater va- 
riety of crops, still the profits of them 
in the aggregate, would probably 
be less than in the plan we propose. 
We insist much on the culture of root 
crops for the greatest possible pro- 
fits. In some instances the growths 
of roots and vines we propose, as well 
as of the grain crops, might be substi- 
tuted for others, and sometimes, for 
the sake of further variety of growths, 
particularly of roots, it might be ad- 
visable ; all this must, however, de- 
pend on the soil, and on other cir- 
cumstances. If the soil be rich and 
deep, perhaps the mangel wurzel, 
should have a preference to the 
common turnip, and the pumpkin, 
in the first years crop, and perhaps 
in such soil the cabbage culture 
should sometimes come in for a 
share. 

We should hardly advise that crops 
of carrots ur of parsnips should ever 
enter the list of a general rotauion 
of crops, as they require peculiar 
soils, and uncommon 
They are very valuable crops for par- 
ticular purposes, but their uses for 
feeding and fatting cattle seem to be 
ina great measure superseded by the 
less expensive culture of the crops 
before-mentioned, There are, howe- 
ver some mellow fertile soils, of san- 
dy texture, where these roots, partic- 
ularly carrots, may be cultivated with 
great advantage. A very serious ob- 
jection to the culture of parsnips is, 
that in the soils most suitable for 
them they extend so deeply that their 
extraction from the earth is a matter 
of no small difficulty. 

In recommending the alternate 
culture of the pumpkin with the corn 
crop, we have been influenced by two 
considerations ; firstly, from an ac- 
count we have lateiy seen of a trial 
made of the culture of the large sort 
of pumpkin by itself, in which at the 


preparation. | 











rate of 25 tons to the acye were rais- 
ed; and, secondly we are of opinion 
that in cultivating the crop in the way 
we propose, nearly as great a pro- 
duct may be obtained as if the ground 
were planted entirely with this crop. 
—Growing in drills by itself it will 
not impede the growth of the corn, 
nor do we conceive that this crop 
will be injured by the extension of 
the pumpkin vines over the ground; 
whereas if the two crops were plan- 
ted together in the same hills, or 
drills, as is commonly practised, the 
growth of the one must, ina great 
measure, serve to rob the other of its 
due share of nutriment. The large 
sort of pumpkin, to which we have 
reference, has been raised of the 
weight of upwards of 150 pounds, 
but it is probably less nutritious, be- 
cause less sweet, than pumpkins of 
the common sorts. Another large 
sort, which we have seen exhibited 
in this county, of more than four feet 
in length, is probably entitled to a 
preference for.culture, as it appears 
to be as sweet as pumpkins of the 
smaller kinds. 

In selecting seed for the pumpkin 
crop, take such plants as bear the 
greatest weight of pumpkins, and 


from the largest of these let the seed 


be preserved. 

We have next to speak of the ro- 
tations proper for clayey lands, or 
those which have more or less alu- 
min in their composition. Lands of 
this description are various, as well in 
regard to their natural fertility, as to 
their being more or less inclined to 
a superabundance of moisture. Some 
are naturally too wet for cultivating 
even grain crops with success, and 
should therefore be kept for mowing 
and grazing lands. Some again may 
be merely too wet for crops of winter 
grain, and in such case spring crops 
should be substituted, while at the 
same time the lands should be more 
applied to the business of the dairy, 
and of the grazier. In the mean 


time, let the possessor of lands which 
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are naturally too wet, proceed to lay- 
ing at least a part of them dry, by 
holiow drains; and then by making 
his barn dung principally into heaps 
of compost, in which lime and sand 
shall be considerably used as addi- 
tional ingredients, and applying such 
compost manure to the drilled crops 
before-mentioned, and in the manner 
before directed, he will find no diffi- 


culty whatever in pursuing the course || 


of crops we have recommended, nor 
of raising them of luxuriant growth. 
Where clayey lands are naturally dry 
enough for winter crops, we advise 
to a similar course of crops, with the 
manure prepared and used in a simi- 
lar manner. In all stiff soils, howe- 
ver, an important point in husbandry, 
is to keep the ground, while under a 
course of crops, in a mellow crumb- 
ly state ; and for this purpose nothing 
is more conducive than frequent 
deep ploughings, and raising the 
ground into high narrow ridges, as 
well to lie in that state during winter, 
as for the culture of all the drilled 
crops in particular. The ridges are 
to be formed by four gathering fur- 
rows, and in cleaving the ridges down 
new ones are formed with the middle 
or highest part of each where the 
last furrows were of the former rid- 
ges. When, therefore, the manure 
is to be used for the drilled crop, it 
is to be laid in the furrows, between 
the ridges, and then covered over 
with two gathering furrows run on 
each side, and thus the beds or rid- 
ges for the crop prepared. 

If, however, it should still be found 
that some clays, even with this man- 
agement for the purpose of amelior- 
ating them, should still be found un- 
suitable for Indian corn, and for the 
turnip and ruta baga crops, we can 
only advise that, for the former, the 
Windsor bean, and for the two latter 
the mangle wurzel and the cabbage 
crop, be made substitutes. The 
Windsor bean is considerably culti- 
vated in the clay lands of Great Bri- 
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Dictionary, says its growth on such 
lands in this country is Juxuriant. 
Perhaps in place of this species of 
| the bean, another, which is cultivated 
in the southern states, and is there 
called the cow pea, should be prefer- 
led. 

It should be further observed, that 
gypsum, when applied as a top dres- 
sing to clay lands, particularly those 
which are too wet, has but very little 
effect ; but when they are laid dry by 
hollow drains, and thrown into ridg- 
| €s as before-mentioned, the effect of 
| this manure upon them is nearly the 
same as in other dry arable lands.— 
And as we conceive it essentially ne- 
cessary that all clay lands which are 
to be cultivated for spring crops, as 
well as all other soils which are natu- 
rally too wet, should lie in ridges du- 
ring the winter, we advise that, at 
the beginning of the rotation we have 
mentioned, such lands have a second 
ploughing in the fall, for the purpose 
of being laid in such ridges. When 
thus laid they are easily reduced to 
a mellow state in the spring ; but if 
this be neglected, they will usually 
be found, more or less, in hard baked 
clods, a state very unfit for good cul- 
tivation. 

In Great Britain it is found essen- 
ually requisite that clay lands should 
be effectually summer fallowed as 
often as every sixth year; as well for 
the purpose of extirpating growths of 
weeds, as for mellowing the soil, and 
rendering it more lively. <A fallow- 
ing there is performed by many re- 
peated ploughings and harrowings 
during the summer. But it should 
be remembered that the climate of 
that country is very different from 
this. Their wheat harvest is in au- 
tumn, their summers *eing wet and 
cool. Here we have time after the 
harvest is over to cleanse and en- 
liven the soil by repeated ploughings 
and harrowings. 

On hard gravelly lands, which are 
unfit for any crops of roots, except 
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yotation can be had to advantage 
without plentiful manuring. Gyp- 
sum has a powerful effect on such 
lands, and with the aid of this ma- 
nure alone even the poorest of gra- 
vels may be made to yield good crops 
of buckwheat and of red clover; and 
on a lay of this latter crop turned 
under, a tolerable good crop of rye 
may be had. St. Foin, and some 
other tap rooted grasses, flourish in 
such soils better than might be ex- 
pected. Gravelly lands require ve- 
ry deep and frequent ploughings, in 
order to make them sufficiently re- 
tentive of moisture. They are usu- 
ally much assisted by compost ma- 
nures where clay, mud, upland marl, 
&c. form a considerable share of the 
ingredients. But as there are dif- 
ferent degrees of fertility in gravel- 
ly lands, according to the nature of 
the gravel, and its greater or less 
predominance in the soil, we can 
lay down no definite course of crops 
that in all cases would be found 
most advisable. Say, however, that 
with effectual deep ploughings, and 
plenty of suitable manure for the 
drills, the first crop shall be Indian 
corn, intermixed with the potato 
and the pumpkin growths, as before- 
mentioned ; next spring, oats, or bar- 
ley, if the ground will answer for 
this crop. As soon as this crop 
comes off, turn the stubble under, 
and harrow in buckwheat for a green 
dressing, in the manner mentioned 
in treating of manures, and on this 
growth, turned under, sow rye, if 
the ground is too gravelly for wheat. 
Sow the clover seed the next spring, 
in the quantity before-mentioned, 
and then harrow the ground, which 
will serve the purpose of covering 
the seed, and also of assisting the 
growth of the crop of wheat, or 
rye, as the case may be. The ad- 
vantage derived from harrowing 
these crops in the spring has been 
well ascertained by experiment. Af- 
ter the second year’s growth of clo- 
ver has been fed or mowed off, turn 













over the ground in the fall to com- 
mence the rotation anew. 

When we speak of gravelly lands, 
we do not mean to include those 
which are, properly speaking gra- 
velly loams ; for soils of this descrip- 
tion are generally well fitted for the 
rotation first mentioned. By gravel- 
ly lands we mean those where gravel 
is mostly predominant, as we call 
those lands sandy where silex forms 
the greatest proportion of the soil, and 
of these something is now to be said. 

As a specimen of what may be 
called light sandy lands we will re- 
fer to much of those lying between 
Albany and Schenectady. ‘These, 
like the gravelly lands just mention- 
ed, are not, in their natural state, cal- 
culated for the production of many 
different crops in perfection, nor in- 
deed for any without manure. With 
the aid of gypsum alone, however, 
good crops of peas, and of buck- 
wheat, may be had on most of these 
lands, tolerable of red clover, and on 
the lay of clover turned under, mid- 
dling creps of rye may behad. Pro- 
bably, with this manure, valuable 
crops of pumpkins might be raised 
on them. Lands of this description 
have, however, very essential proper- 
ties, which gravelly lands do not pos- 
sess; they are much easier cultivated 
than the harder soils, and, in propor- 
tion to their natural fertility, no lands 
are better adapted for root crops of 
almost every sort, or for the grasses 
whose roots extend deep into the 
earth, among which are clover of 
different kinds, St. Foin, Lucerne, 
&e.—Such lands are least adapted 
for crops of wheat and Indian corn; 
but when sufficiently manured with 
clay, or upland marle, which is bet- 
ter, they will yield tolerable crops of 
the latter, and also of the former, 
when raised on a lay of red clover. 

Where little else than the contents 
of the barn yard and gypsum can be 
had for manuring sandy lands of the 
ibove description, the common tur- 
nip and ruta baga culture would not, 


[9] 

































rae pg 

















66 


perhaps, be advisable, but the rota- 
tion should be something like the fol- 
lowing: First year, potatoes and 
pumpkins in alternate drills, manur- 
ed and treated as before described; 
second, peas, soaked in the solution 
before-mentioned, and rolled in gyp- 
sum before sowing, with a top dres- 
sing of that manure; third, buck- 
wheat, treated in the same manner. 
and clover seed sown with the crop; 
third and fourth, clover, with a top 
dressing of gypsum each spring; 
fifth, rye, on the clover turned under. 
as before described, which completes 
the course. 

But where upland marle, or even 
clay, can be had, for the purpose of 
forming compost manures with the 
barn dung and the addition of some 
lime, as is described under manures, 
&c. we should advise to the rotation 
first described, or something similar, 
in which the root crops should form 
a prominent part; and in such case, 
jet the manure be plentifully applied 
to the drilled crops. At first, per- 


haps, some of the crops would not be | 


so abundant; but under this manage- || 
' by reason of the salt it contains, and 


ment the soil would be constantly im- 
proving, and of course the crops in- 
creasing. At first, perhaps, rye 
should be substituted for the wheat 
crop, but each addition to the soil of 
the caluminous and calcarious mat- 
ter, of which the compost is princi- 
pally composed, would render the 
land better adapted for grain trops of 
every description. 

It is a matter of the first impor- 
tance to the cultivator to possess an 
adequate knowledge of the different 
substances which may be used with 
advantage for fertilizing his land, of 
the different soils to which such sub- 
stances are best adapted, of the pro 
per Guantities to be used, and of the 
most advantageous time and manner 
of their application. There is but lit- 
tle even of the richest earths that 
will not become exhausted with con 
stant cropping without manure ; and 
soils are seldom so sterile, but that 
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with a proper application of suitable 
manures to them, they may be made 
the residence of plenty. 

Manures are of different kinds: 
of animal, of vegetable, of fossil, and 
of mixed; of each of which notice 
will be taken in their order. 

The flesh of animals is an excel- 
lent manure for all soils, and is used 
to a considerable extent on the sea 
coast, where fish are caught in 
plenty. It is believed that flesh 
is used to most advantage in com- 
posts, and the same may be observed 
with more certainty in regard to the 
use of the blood. The shavings of 
the horney substances of animals, 
have very desirable effects as a ma- 
nure, in dry soil, by enduing such 
with a greater power to retain mois- 
ture : and the same may also be ob- 
served of the hair and wool. The 
bones, when calcined, are also valua- 
ble, as they are principally phosphate 
of lime. The miasma, produced by 
the putrefaction of the flesh and blood 
of animals, is also food for plants, or at 
Jeast its presence assists their growth. 
The urine is a fertilizer principally 


probably also by its producing mias- 
ma. 
When animals die, it is usual to 


let them lie above ground, to the an- 


noyance of the public; but, if cov- 
ered with earth, this together with 
the flesh, &c. of the animal, would 
be converted into good manure. 

Of vegetable substances, it may be 
generally observed, that almost every 
sort of vegetable, not of woody tex- 
ture, buried in the soil while green, 
is more or less efficacious as a ma- 
nure; and that many sorts of these, 


/when turned under where they grew, 


and while in a green state, will add 
much more fertility to the soil than 
their growth extracted from it ; but 
that the same growth, when suffered 
to ripen on the ground, and then turn- 
ed under, after the exhaustion of Its 
juices, will not generally repay the 
soil the nutriment it extracted from 





it while growing. It would seem 
that the ripening of plants is the 
principal cause of the exhaustion of 
soils, and, for this reason, green dres- 
sings, that is, ploughing of green 
crops under, has been found advanta- 
geous in enriching lands. Where 
green dressings are resorted to, as a 
manure, such growth should be se- 
lected for the purpose as are cheap 
in the article of seed, and at the 
same time quick and bulky in their 
growths. Buckwheat has been much 
used for the purpose, though perhaps 
some other plants should be prefer- 
red. The growth should be turned 
under when in blossom ; and, in order 
that this be done effectually, it should 
be laid prostrate, by running the rol 
er over it, in the same direction in 
which the plough is to follow ; after 
which, the ground should not be.stir- 
red again till this manure has sufh- 
ciently rotted. Generally we think 
it would be most advisable to sow on 
the lay or furrow, by which the green 
crop is turned under. 

There may be some instances where 
manuring with green dressings may 
be advisable, particularly where it 
can be done without preventing the 
growth of any intervening crop: 
Where this is not practicable, we 
should hardly advise to this method 
of manuring, unless in cases where 
other manures were not to be obtain- 
ed. One case we will however men- 
tion, where a green dressing might 
be given to advantage. Suppose, for 
instance, a crop of rye, oats, or bar- 
ley, harvested, and the ground clear- 
ed of the crop by the 20th of July; 
in that case, let the stubble be imme- 
diately turned under, and the ground 
harrowed in with buckwheat; by the 
20th of September this growth would 
be fit to be turned under, when a 
crop of wheat might be sown on the 
lay. It should be understood, that 
rye is one of the best crops to pre- 
cede a crop of wheat, or to follow it. 
In the same manner, therefore, the 
crop for a green dressing may be 
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raised in the wheat stubble turned 
under, and the green crop turned un- 
der for a crop of rye. 

But the contents of the barn-yard, 
and the excrements of cattle, are the 
principal sources of manure of the 
vegetable kind ; and of these it is ne- 
cessary to treat particularly, as well 
of the qualities of the different sorts, 
as of their most advantageous appli- 
cations to soils. The sorts of dung or 
excrement to be noticed, are those of 
horses, neat cattle, sheep, and swine. 
The dung of swine is most valuable, 
where properly applied; that of sheep 
is the next; that of cows ranges in 
the third degree, and that of horses 
in the fourth. The dung of the lat- 
ter, if suffered to lie in a heap till it 
becomes thoroughly heated, assumes 
a white, or mouldy colour, and is then 
of but little value. It is of a warm 
vature, and is best adapted for being 
well buried in moist or clayey soils ; 
cow dung on the contrary, is most 
suitable for dry soils; sheep dung an- 
swers best on the soils for which that 
of horses is best suited, but is very 
valuable for almost any soil. Hog 
dung should only be applied to dry 
arable lands, and is most powerful in 
those of a sandy or gravelly nature. 
Dung, of all sorts, loses much of its 
valuable qualities by exposure to fre- 
quent rains, particularly when lying 
at but little depth over a considera- 
ble surface. Its good qualities are best 
preserved by lying in large heaps, 
and if under cover so much the bet- 
ter. The stercorary is the most ef- 
fectual method for preserving barn 
dung, and it is believed that every 
farmer will fiud his money well ex- 
pended in the erection of this recep- 
tacle for the contents of that part of 
his barn-yard, which is not used in the 
spring. The stercorary may serve 
for a sheep fold during winter, and 
will thus answer a two fold purpose. 
It may be, for instance, 40 feet in 
length, 16 in breadth, and of suitable 
height. The floor is to be made of 
a layer of clay, with the surface 
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smoothly paved with small stones, | 
and highest in the middie, so that | 
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j|face, and in their ascent are more 


or less absorbed by the roots of the 


the juices of the dung may run off!) plants; on the contrary, if these ma- 


to the sides, where a gutter receives | 
this liquid, and carried it into a reser 
voir, sunk at one end, into which a| 
pump is to be fixed to raise the li- | 
quid and throw it back over the heap. | 
The floor, gutter, and reservoir, are | 
on a plan similar to those of a cider | 
press. The liquid that runs from the | 
heap is the most valuable part, and | 
should never be lost: this plan is'| 
therefore calculated to preserve it; 
and, for the purpose of absorbing the | 
whole of it, any dry vegetable mat- 
ter, or rich earth, may be laid over 
the heap, and this liquid thrown on 
that, which will serve to convert the 
whole into good manure. The juices 
and the soluble and gaseous parts of 
the excrements of cattle, together 
with the stale, are what principally 
affords nutriment for growing plants ; 
and every means by which these can 
be saved, by their being absorbed in 
other substances, of rich earthy or 
vegetable matter, would seem to be 
well worthy of attention. We will 
next designate what is usually consi- 
dered the methods most proper for 
the application of dung. 

Where lands are in grasses of the 
fibrous rooted kinds, it is the general- 
ly received opinion of the best culti- 
vators, that barn dung, as well as eve- 
ry other kind, should be applied as a 
top dressing, that is, by spreading it 
on the surface; but that for tap root- 
ed grasses, or those whose roots ex- 
tend deeply, as well as for all grain 
and root crops, this manure should 
be buried in the soil, at such depths 
as are best suited to the nature of the 
roots of the plants to be cultivated. 
The operation of barn dung, and of 
all vegetable and animal substances 
used in manure, seems to be this: If 
laid at a certain depth beneath the 
surface of the soil, in the progress 
of their decomposition their soluble 
parts pass into the form of gas, or 
vapour, and of course rise to the sur- 











nures be laid on the surface, these 
soluble parts, in the progress of de- 
composition, never become aeriform, 


but are washed downwards, in their 


liquid state, where they are in like 
manner absorbed by the roots of the 
plants. This is probably as correct 
an explanation as can be given of the 
effect of these manures. It is well 
known, that ground long used as a 
graveyard, becomes very fertile, not- 
withstanding the substances which 
are the cause of such fertility, are 
laid at a very great depth. 

It has been held by some English 
writers that barn dung should be well 
rotted previous to its application asa 
manure, but this opinion is rejected 
by Sir Humphrey Davy, one of the 
most scientific agriculturists of Great 
Britain, and also by Arthur Young, 
Esq. Mr. Davy contends that this 
manure may in most instances be as 
well applied fresh as in any other 
way, by its being laid at a proper 
depth beneath the surface, and that 
in scarcely any instance it is advisa- 
ble that it should undergo more than 
the first stage of decomposition be- 
fore it is used. When well rotted it 
is, however, more efficacious for a 
single crop, but its use is of much 
shorter duration. It seems, also, to 
be generally agreed that using this 
manure for drill crops, burying it at 
a good depth, and raising the plants 
over the dung *hus buried, is the best 
possible way in which it can be used. 
We lately saw an account published 
of upwards of 100 bushels of Indian 
corn to the acre being raised by this 
mode of culture. The success of 
Mr. Cobbett, and others, in raising 
great crops of ruta baga by this me- 
thod of using this manure, seems to 
demonstrate its utility, if evidence was 
wanting further than what appears in 
English publications on the subject. 

The plan that we would therefore 
recommend, is, to apply the fresh 
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barn dung to all drill crops which 
are to be put in the ground in the 
spring, and for these we reter to what 
has been said under rotation of crops. 
The shortest dung should be used for 
these purposes, except for potatoes, 
and it should, as far as practicable, 
be applied to the soils best adapted 
for each kind of dung, as has before 
been mentioned. The longer or more 
strawey parts of the dung we should 
advise to be laid in the stercorary, if 
this building has been provided, or 
else somewhere under cover; or if 
no cover can be afforded, let it be 
thrown into a heap about 3 or 4 feet 
high; and wherever it be laid let it 
be stirred up from the bottom in the 
course of about five or six weeks af- 
ter it has thus been heaped or other- 
wise stored away, after which it will 
soon be found well fitted for being 
used for the crop of ruta baga. It 
is also advisable to cover the heap 
with a layer of good earth, which 
will serve to absorb and retain much 
of the steam or gaseous matter that 
rises from the heap, and wien satu- 
rated with this, and mixed with tie 
mass of dung, will be found a valua- 
ble addition. 
(To be continued.) 





== 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER, 
On the Grapfie Vine, with its wines, 
brandies, and dried fruits, 


No. L 


No principle of action in the bu- 
siness and industry of the United 
States has been so beneficial to them 
as the adoption of new objects of cui- 
ture by the planters and larmers, 
whose old objects of culture were 
likeiy to become redundant, and to 
fall in price. Cotton and sugar ave 
well known and important examples. 
There are good grounds for estimat- 
ing our whole cotton of our best year, 
(Sept. 1817, to Sept. 1818,) at forty- 
two millions of doilars, according to 
the price on the wharves of our sea- 
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ports for that which was exported to 
foreign countries, and the price at 
our factories, stores, and dweilings, 
of that which was manufactured at 
home. It is now manifest that the 
East Indian and South American cot- 
ton greatly injure our markets; and 
as this arises from growing, perma- 
nent, and substantial causes, there is 
reason to expect the continuance of 
the injury to us from the foreign rival 
cotton cultivation. A brief and plain 
view of the history and prospect of 
cotton, will be found in the Philadel- 
phia edition (A.D. 1818) of Rees’ En- 
glisk Cyclopedia, by Murray, Brad- 
ford & Co. under the article or head 
of the “ United States.” The facts 
there stated, with many known subse- 
quent circumstances, wili give rise to 
serious reflections, in the minds of 
the landholder and the statesman, up- 
on the subject of the protection of 
the productions of our own soil. The 
industry of the landed men of the 
United States is manifestly and unal- 
terably much greater than any, and 
than all, the other branches of our do- 
mestic or national industry. The mer- 
cantile and manufacturing branches 
result almost entirely from the landed 
industry. While, therefore, the le- 
gislative and executive governments 
raise revenues of 274 to 60 per cent. 
ou a great quantity of foreign cotton 
cioths trom India and Europe, and 
a greater revenue from the foreign 
manutactures of tobacco, and a still 
greater revenue from the foreign 
manufactures of grain, of fruit, and of 
the cane, to the great fundamental 
and convenient support of American 
manulactures, and while they are free 
to go further, if they find it right, in 
the joint encouragement of our agri- 
cultural and manufacturing industry 
it will be found beneficial to the land- 
ed interest to inquire into other means 
of promoting the prosperity of the 
Colossus of our country—the agri- 
cultural industry. 

There can be no doubt that, be- 
tween the sites of the vineyards ef 
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the Lower Schuylkill, Southwark, of 
Pennsylvania, Butler, of Pennsylva- 
nia, Glasgow, of Kentucky, New Ve- 
vay, of Indiana, and Harmony, of 
the same state, on the north, and the 
coasts of the Gulf of Mexico, on the 
south, the United States possess the 
climates and soils of “ the vine-cover- 
ed hills and gay regions of France.” 
The sweet orange grows, in safety, in 
groves and gardens, in the vicinity of 
New Orleans, at a greater distance 
from the sea than any place of equal- 
ly safe growth, in Provence or Lan- 
guedoc, of France. As our country 
shall be cleared and drained, our cli- 
mate will be still less severe in the 
states on the Mexican gulf. In the 
north, our climates of New Vevay 
and Harmony, in Indiana, Glasgow, 
in Kentucky, 37° to 38° 30’ N. which 
are the present northern extremes of 
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successful experiments in the vine 
cultivation, are as favourable and 
mild as the climates of Champagne, 
Tokay, Lorraine, Burgundy, and 
Hockheim, which are fine northern 
regions of the vine in France and 
Germany. Between our New Ve- 
vay, in Indiana, and the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, the states of Louisiana, Alaba- 
ma, Mississippi, Georgia, South and 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Indiana, 
and large parts of Virginia and Ken- 
tucky, must give us a// the vine cli- 
mates of France, Germany, Switzer- 
land, and Upper Italy. This vine dis- 
trict of the United States is much 
larger than all those vine countries 
of France, Germany, Switzerland, 
and Upper Italy. The crop of wine 
and brandy in the vine country of 
France alone—though our vine coun- 
try is more than twice the size—has 
been estimated at 100 miilions of dol- 
lars. Let us then consider the pro- 
priety of a diligent inquiry into the 
cultivation of the vine, and the prepa- 
ration of wines, brandies, dried fruits, 
and cremor tartar, in the United 
States, in order to maintain the pros- 
perity of the landed interest by the 





variety and prices of our crops. 









The present duties on foreign dis: 
tilled and fermented spirits and li- 
quors, (brandy, gin, rum, arack, 
wines, beer, ale, and porter,) and on 
dried fruits, though laid for revenue, 
afford a great and sure encourage. 
ment to the establishment and the 
manufacture of the grape. The de- 
mand will increase with our popula- 
tion, and the facility and certainty of 
the culture and crop will grow with — 
the clearing and draining of our coun- 
try. Ridges, hills, mountains, rocky —— 
lands, any steep ground, gravelly, sto- 
ny, sandy, and other interior lands, 
(if only dry,) will yield profit in large 
crops or in fine qualities of wine, or 
both. Fresh and dried grapes are both 
favourable to health and frugality. 
Ripe grapes have been administer- 
ed to whole regiments of troops in 
France, who have been ravaged by 
fluxes and dyseataries.* ‘The quan- 
tity of wine computed to be produced 
in France, is ten millions of casks, of 
nearly 63 gallons each, on two mil- 
lions of arpents (not 2,000,000 acres) 
of land, often not fit for wheat, rice, 
or tobacco, valued very low, ona me- 
dium at fifty francs the cask or French 
hogsheads. This is three times the va- 
lue of the cotton crop of the U. States, 
on a medium value, produced in 1818 
or in 1819, and demands our early and 
serious attention, particularly from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the end of the 39th 
degree, when the country in that de- | 
gree shall be cleared and drained in 
its wet or marshy parts. 

[t has been already observed, that 
ridges and hills are the most suitable 
shape or form of country for vine- 
yards. The most proper exposure 
is from south-east to south. It is be- 
lieved that all southern exposures will 
do. The propagation may be by seeds, 
or by cuttings, or by bending and co- 
vering a part of an old vine so as to 
make it grow out in another place at 
a proper distance. The plough is ol 
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much use in the cultivation, so that 
care must be taken to plant the vines 
at such distances as to facilitate the 
use of the plough and the harrow. The 
best grapes which can be obtaineu 
should be used, in order to put the 
culture forward. These may be fo- 
reign or American, native or import- 
ed. A harsh grape to the taste may 
produce a better wine than was ex- 
pected, and more and better brandy. 
The finest grapes of Europe and the 
African isles are supposed to be na- 
tive wildings improved by culture 
and selection. The region of the 
plum and peach appears to include 
the region of the vine. Although the 
south is the proper sphere of the 
grape, its cultivation there will leave 
the bread grains, tobacco, hemp, the 
grasses and cattle, to the more ex- 
clusive and profitable culture of the 
states north of the proper region of 
fine and abundant crops of wine. We 
pay annually to foreign nations a sum 
of money for wines, spirits, aud ma- 
terials to make spirits, and for fresh 
and dried grapes, as great as our 
whole specie medium. So import- 
ant is this subject, in various points 
of view, to all the states, that it is re- 
spectfully recommended to the su- 
perintendants of all our public, agri- 
cultural, and philosophical libraries, 
to procure all the treatises on the cul- 
ture of vines and making of grapes 
which are to be found in the lan- 
guages of France, Germany, Spain, 
Italy, and Great Britain. 

The experiments made at Harmo- 
ny in Pennsylvania, at Vevay, on the 
Ohio, and Harmony, on the Oua- 
bache, both in Indiana, merit the ut- 
most attention of the United States. 
It appears that in the present un- 
cleared and uncultivated state of the 
country, Harmony, on the Ohio, in 
Penn. was probably too far north for 
making wine, though not for fruit. 
That Vevay and Harmony, in India- 
na, are more suitable climes for the 
wines, will appear from the following 
letter from a respectable gentleman 











at Vevay to a very respectable friend 
of his, lately on a visit to Philadelphia. 
It is dated the 28th of August, 1819, 
The intelligent and experienced wri- 
ter from Vevay, thus expresses him- 
self: He “ thinks the whole of Ala- 
bama doubtless better adapted to the 
culture of vines than the more nor- 
thern country of the United States ;* 
because the only two species of grapes 
that succeed in the United States are of 
the late sort, having not time at Vevay, 
(Ind.) to rien. The Alabama season, 
being longer, will give more time, es- 
pecially the Madeira grape, which 
gives the best wine of the twe, where 
it can ripen and yields most. But it 
will not do at all at Vevay ; and does 
better at Glasgow,t Ky. The various 
gardeners at Kentucky can furnish 
some. Vine dressers would go to 
new vineyards from Vevay. They 
have had 500 gallons of wine per 
acre at Vevay; more often 150; and 
260 is a good crop. The Madeira 
grape would give more than the Cape 
of Good Hope grane, where it would 
frrosfher, but must have time to ripen, 
to be good. Ot the labour, much 
may be done by women. They do 
about half. The men trim, make 
layers to fill vacancies, plough, har- 
row, hoe, and carry the grapes, and 
make the wine. None of those works 
are heavy. But trimming requires 
attention and discernment, for the 
vine-dresser must look two years be- 
fore him, when he cuts each scion; 
women never doit, though light work. 
He has seen many women do it as 
well as any man. A little work in vine- 
yards is to be done by night with 
lamps. When the grapes have got 
their size, the crickets, (not of the 
house or field) eat, in the night, the 
bark of the stem of the bunches, and 
ring or girdle them so that they die. 
They injure the bunches rapidly. 
They must be watched and searched 
for with lamps, by night, and destroy- 





* Vevay, on the Ohio, is in 38° 30’ N. 
+ Glasgow is in 37° 
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ed. He says the native vines will not 
do to graft good kinds of grapes on: 
he has tried it often, without success. 
Grape vines grafted on the same 
kinds do well, yet they are a diffe- 
rent tree, being dioic, while the vine- 
ferous kinds are hermapfhrodites. I 
have found the same wild vines in 
Switzerland, and the kind called sour 
grapes makes pretty good wines; but 
are a smaller bearer than the grape 
vines. They are in Morerod’s vine- 
yard, at Glasgow, Kentucky. The 
Spanish grapes of Mexico and South 
America should be tried. They have 
been long cultivated. He is raising 
grape vines from the seed, to obtain 
flavour and quantity of wine. The 
vine is of long life, but it is ten or 
fifteen years before it bears fu//y from 
the seed. Variety, however, is an ob- 
ject. Vines planted by cuttings, which 
have taken root freely in the first 
year, bear fruit in three years: in 
five they are in full force. He has 
considered and inspected the vine- 
yards of Europe, and the cultivation 
by the plough and otherwise. It is 
to be studied to save /abour and make 
the greatest crofis. H the fendant 
vert will grow as well here as in Swit- 
zerland, 800 gallons per acre might 
be made. They cultivate by the 
plough in Languedoc, about Mont- 
pelier and Lunel. We make wine 
here to be like Madeira, and sell it 
at 374 cents per quart, and $1 25 per 
gallon; but cannot make enough to 
send abroad, or to keep for ripeni.g. 
Morerod made a cask of 800 gallons, 
full of wine, of last vintage, to be kept 
eighteen months or two years. He 
has seen wine (made of grapes like 
Vevay) at Glasgow, (in Barren coun- 
ty, Kentucky,) better than Vevay 
wine. The grapes were gathered a 
fortnight before the Vevay grapes. 
It is probable that wine of the banks 
of Tennessee will make 1-4 brandy ; 
if of Cape of Good Hope grapes, 
common proof; Vevay yielded 1-5th; 
the best cider 1-10th ; so do the best 
Burgundy wine, and that of the bor- 


der of the lake of Geneva, in good 
years. The strongest of all the wines 
that I know of, is that of the south of 
France and Spain, which yields 1-3¢ 
brandy. The peculiar mode of vine 
cultivation at Vevay, Indiana, is wor- 
thy of attention, being a combination 
of various [European modes, and 
American improvements adapted to 
the country. Some young men, bred 
at Vevay, would be useful in other 
places. Mr. D. thinks the blacks 
|may be taught to cultivate vines,” 
So runs and concludes the letter from 
| the judicious writer, at Vevay of the 
| United States, settled by persons from 
the original Vevay of Switzerland. 
It is very instructive and would seem 
to prove, as so much of our country 
continues in the wood and forest state, 
and with many undrained swamps, ma- 
king a humid atmosphere, and a moist 
soil. Vevay, in 38° 30’, is not yet 
perfectly so favourable, as the vicini- 
ty of Glasgow, in Kentucky, where a 
dry, hard soil, occasions the grape to 
be freer from injury by moisture of the 
earth, and of the air. Glasgow is about 
one degree and one haif more south- 
ern than Vevay. These indications 
are distinct, nice, clear, and strong 
in regard to the vine climate of our 
country, at present and in prospect. 

In the hilly Spanish colonial coun- 
try of North America, about the 29th 
degree of north latitude, south of the 
Rio bravo del Norte, there is authen- 
tic evidence, in a report to the go- 
vernment, that the vine grows well, 
though its culture was forbidden by 
the crown, produces good crops of 
fine wine, and supplies the province 
and its neighbours. That country be- 
ing as far south as any part of the 
Floridas, it is ascertained that, where 
this country has become, or shall be 
made dry enough and cleared, the 
vine region runs to the southern ii- 
mits of the United States, even if we 
should maintain our right to Louisia- 
na in extenso, in consequence of the 
apparent frustration of our offer /¢ 
limit ourselves by the Sabine. 
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The most distinguished wine of 
Spain is the true and best Xeres, or 
Sherry of th district around the city 
of Xeres de la Frontera, in Andalusia. 
The vineyards of that district are, in 
siiuations corresponding in tempe- 
rature with the most extreme south- 
ern parts of East Florida and Louisi- 
ana. It is interesting to our inquiry, 
that all the Portuguese European 
wines are produced in_ situations 
north of Xeres, such as those called 
by us the Lisbon, the Careavella, the 
red and the white Port, or Oporto. It 
is observable, also, that the Malaga, 
or sweet and cry mountain wines of 
Spain, long highly esteemed by me- 
dical men, those of Alicante and Ca- 
talonia, which three kinds we princi- 
pally import, and all the Spanish 
brandies we consume, come from dis- 
tricts as far north as that of Xeres. 
The wines of Castile, and other inte- 
rior districts of Spain which are con- 
sumed at home, and are not exported, 
are from places also north of Xeres. 
We can have no reason to doubt, then, 
that, as our country now is, and shall 
in future be cleared and drained, and 
if ridges, hills, and mountain sides. 
with south exposures, shall be care- 
fully selected, the most southern of 
our states, territories, and districts, 
will be as suitable for the vine, its 
wines, and dried fruits, as the most 
proper and fruitful parts of the pe- 
ninsula of Spain and Portugal. The 
works of travellers, agriculturists, and 
men of distinction in the arts and 
sciences, upon the subject of the 
vine, and wines, and dried grapes of 
Spain and Portugal, are therefore 
strongly recommended, by our best 
interests, to the attention of our citi- 
zens, especially concerning the vine- 
yards of Xeres, St. Lucar, Malaga, 
and Oporto. The Portuguese send 
to us no brandy ; the Spaniards a lit- 
Ue of that spirit which is not estimat- 
ed as good. It seems, from the excel- 
lence of the French Cognac brandy. 





the best, and the farthest north o! 
any denomination of brandy which} 
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we know, that the extreme south is 
not the most favourable for the deli- 
cacy, though it is for the quantity 
of that spirit. The Cette brandy of 
France is not liked here, but it has 
been said that munch Armagnac bran- 
dy is used in Paris. The celebrated 
French chemist* of the grape and of 
distilled and fermented wine spirits, 
was a native of Montpelier, and took 
very great pains to improve the vine, 
and all its liquors, in that southern re- 
gion. 

A Friend to the National Industry. 
Puitapetruta, Nov. 1, 1819. 


A Wild Goose Chase. 

At the early dawn of Thanksgiv- 
ing day, Mr. Eliphalet Thayer, of 
Dorcester, (Massachusetts,) took his 
gun and went to Neponset river for 
the purpose of getting a shot at gulls. 
He saw seven wild geese in the ri- 
ver, at which he fired, and hit the 
gander so as to break his wing. The 
other geese immediately flew; but 
the call of the gander brought them 
down again, so that he had the chance 
of firing again, and killed the old 
goose, and one of the young; the 
four others rose, but the wounded 
gander by his calls served as a decoy, 
and they again aiighted by him. The 
third shot crippled another.—Mr. T. 
then took a boat, and from it killed 
two as they rose to fly ; and soon af- 
ter shot the seventh. He returned 
home to his breakfast, about nine 
o’clock, bringing his seven geese, 
which weighed about eight pounds 
each, and produced him above 3/és. 
of feathers. { Salem Gazette. 





* Chaptal, whose writings on the sub- 
ject should be in every planter’s hands, 
and in every agricultural and public Ili- 
brary. The title of Mr. Chaptal’s work is 
** A Theoretical and Practical Treatise on 


the culture of the Vine, with the art of 


preparing wine, brandy, &c. By Chaptal, 
Parmentier, and Dasseux. 2 vols. octavo, 
Paris, A. D. 1801.” In French, Chaptal, 
P. and D. sur la culture de la Vigne, &c. 
Paris, 1801, 2 tom. geet. 

[10] 
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MISCELLANY. 


The President of the United States 
transmitted a message to Congress 
on the 20th of last month, relating to 
the acts prohibiting the slave trade, 
in which he stated that a public ves- 
se] was to be sent to Africa, with two 
public agents, tools and implements 
necessary to form a settlement, and 
thereby give relic f and support to the 
people of colour who may be captur- 
ed on board of slave ships and return- 
ed thither. 

In Denmark much confusion is 
stated to prevail, on account of the 
Jews, particularly at Copenhagen. 
The king had interfered in their be- 
half, but neither the people nor the 
army appeared to pay much respect 
to him in this matter. A vessel, laden 
with 500 Jews, fying from persecu- 
tion in Germany, had arrived at Co- 
penhagen, but were not permitted to 
land. 

It appears by a census lately tak- 
en, that the population of the city of 
New York is 119,657. When the 
census was taken by order of Rep. 
Vandam, then president of the pro- 
vince in the year 1731, the popula- 
tion was 8622. The increase in nine- 
ty years is nearly twelve-fold. 


Died suddenly on the 29th ult. at 
Salem, (Mass.) the Rev. W. Bent- 
ley, D. D. inthe 6 Ist year of his age, 
minister at the east meeting house, 
and the character to whom the pub- 
lic were indebted, during a great ma- 
ny years, for the unparalleled sum- 
Maries and notices of events, with 
historical and critical notes, which so 
distinguished the Salem, or as it is 
now denominated, the Essex Regis- 
‘er, He was universally respected 
as a pious and good man. 


Great exertions are making, says 
H. Niles, in his Register, to intro- 
duce the practice of manufacturing 
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the western country ;. and from the 
representations made, we apprehend 
that it must be very beneficial in all 
parts of our country, distant from a 
market. It is said, that one bushel 
of good wheat, rye, or corn, will 
yield from 34 or 4 gallons of molas- 
ses, or about 15 pounds of sugar. 
The discovery has been patented to 
James Wiseheart. 


The venerable William Ellery, one 
of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, is now living at New- 
port, (R.I.) in the 93d year of his age. 


Walsh’s “ Appeal from the judg- 
ments of Great Britain,” which ap- 
peared in this country about the end 
of September, was republished in 
London from the American copy, as 
early as the 23d of November. The 
price of the English copy is 18 shil- 
lings sterling. 

News has been received from Great 
Britain to the 3d of January. The 
country continued in a very disturb- 
ed state. Parliament was opened on 
the 23d of November. The Regent 
recommended such strong measures 
as to manifest how the matter is view- 
ed by government. His speech was 
echoed from both houses by great 
majorities. 

The confidental servants of the 
crown have proposed several bills 
to parliament, and which were un- 
der debate ; they are to the following 
effect. Ist. A stamp duty upon all 
publications, except religious tracts, 
and such works consisting of fewer 
than a stated number of sheets. 2d. 
Persons convicted a second time of 
a political libel are subjected to a 
long imprisonment, banishment, or 
transportation, at the discretion of the 
court. 3d. All printers and publish- 
ers of works comprehended in the 
first law, are required to enter into 


securities with two sureties to be an- 
swerable for penalties. 


4th. Public 








Sugar and molasses from grain, into 





meetings not convened by regular 
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constituted authorities are prohibit- 
ed; it is also proposed to make it un- 
lawful for any person to attend a pub- 
lic meeting out of his own parish, or 
township. 5th. Magistrates, on infor- 
mation or even on suspicion, are em- 
powered to enter any man’s house, in 
search of arms, and to seize them if 
found, giving the persons suffering 
such visits, a right of appeal to the 
quarter sessions. 


Generally the accounts from Eng- 
land prove that the country does not 
yet experience the blessings of re- 
pose, nor are there any indications 
that it speedily will. On the one hand 
the reformers appear to be uniting 
and preparing themselves; and on 
the other, the government is adopt- 
ing stronger measures to quell and 
disperse them. 


The reformers have agreed to ab- 
stain from all intoxicating liquors, 
tobacco, and such other exciseable 
articles as can conveniently be dis- 
pensed with, and they strenuously ad- 
here to the principle. This has al- 
ready had a very severe effect upon 
the revenue. 

Many parts of Ireland appear to 
be equally unsettled and distressed. 
The county of Roscommon, in par- 
ticular, has been declared by procla- 
mation, in a state of disturbance. 


The king of France, in his speech 
to the Chambers, represents that 
country as in the most auspicious and 
flourishing condition. 


The king of Spain, on the occa- 
sion of his marriage, has granted an 
amnesty to prisoners and subjects in 
rebellion, with some few exceptions. 


ae 


Germany, in general, seems still 
unsettled, and great anxiety apparent- 
ly prevails. There is much dread 
of secret societies, and many reports 
of bands of robbers. 
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Standt, the murderer of the cele. 
brated Kotzebue, is stated to have 
recovered from his wounds which 
he inflicted on himself, and is soon 
to be brought to trial. 


The plague had ceased at Algiers, 
but still continued to rage at Tunis, 
where it is said to have carried off 
60,000 persons. 

Of the number of manuscripts 
found in the ruins of Herculaneum, 
and which have been there enclosed 
for 1696 years, 88 have been unrolled, 
and are now legible. The unrolling 
is effected by means of an expensive 
chemical operation. 

The whole district and territory 
of Kutch, a country situated on the 
N. W. of Bombay, and _ including 
several towns and villages have been 
destroyed by an earthquake, together 
with 2000 inhabitants. 


A man at Montreal has been fined 
for cruelly beating his dog.—A per- 
son in the state of New York has 
been fined $30, for maliciously and 
vexatiously hindering with his wa- 
gon, other persons in a carriage from 
passing him on the highway, by turn- 
ing his horses so as to impede them. 


A fire broke out in Savannah on 
the night of the 10th ult. which has 
reduced to ashes the greater and 
much the most vluable part of that 
city. Scarcely a fire-proof building 
is left. The town presents a most 
wretched picture: 400 houses are 
said to be entirely consumed. Not 
a hardware, saddler, or apothecary’s 
shop, or scarcely a dry-good store to 
be seen. The loss is estimated at 
from 3 to 5,000,000 of dollars. 


Jewish Emigrants. 
Among the memorials presented to 
the legislature of the state of New 
York, is one from Mordecai M. Noah, 
of the city of N. York, setting forth 
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that he “is desirous of purchasing 
that tract of land belonging to the 
state, known by the name of Grand 
Island, situated in the Niagara river, 
between lake Erie and lake Ontario, 
and bounded by the possessions of 
Great Britain in Upper Canada.” 

The object of the memorialist in 
this purchase, is to build a town or 
city, to be inhabited “ by a communi- 
ty of Jewish emigrants.” Grand Isl- 
and is stated to contain 20,600 acres 
of land, being about six miles in 
length, and two in width. 


A pamphlet has been published in 
Europe, recommending the Jews to 
form a colony in the United States. 
The Upper Mississippi and Missouri 
is recommended for its soil, situation, 
and climate, as the most suitable 
place for purchase and settlement. 

A national vaccine institution is 
about forming at Washington, with 
the view of affording greater facility 
and certainty in the distribution of 
vaccine matter. 


On the 20th December last, Ro- 
bert De Bow, of Allentown, (N. J.) 
killed a hog 23 months old, which, 
when dressed, weighed 700 pounds. 


Boston, Jan. 13. 
The great ox, fattened by Mr. 
Luke Fiske of Waltham, which gain- 
ed the first premium at Brighton, 
has been slaughtered, and the beef 
exhibited for sale in State street. The 
weight of the parts 1s as follows : 
Fore quarter, lbs.482 
do. - Ki, ee 


o - 
2 


Hind quarter, - - 407 
do. - : - 407 
Hide, ay sa vy l 5 9 


Tallow, - - - 305 


Total, - - - 2237 


In Spain some experiments have 
lately been made for the purpose of 
testing the efficacy of inoculating for 
the plague. The trials were made 








on some deserters, 14 in number. 
The virus was taken from plague 
sores of the most malignant cast. 
The patients had olive oil adminis- 
tered internally and externally. Soon 
after the inoculation, the patients ex- 
perienced some slight attacks, and 
little sores broke out on them; but 
in a few days they were all restored 
to health. These experiments are cal- 
culated to induce a belief that inocu- 
lation for the plague may prove as 
beneficial as it has for the smail pox. 


The mechanics of Ontario county, 
(N. Y.) have prepared a memorial 
to the legislature, which they expect 
will be supported in other counties, 
praying that the legislature may pass 
a law to prevent the sales of mecha- 
nical tools and implements by execu- 
tion or in distress for rent. 


From England many are emigrat- 
ing tothe Cape of Good Hope : 1,500 
families sailed for that country in No- 
vember last. Upwards of 12,000 emi- 
grants arrived at Quebec, from Great 
Britain, during the last season. 


Mr. W. Parker, and about 400 
others, left England in November 
last, to establish a colony in Africa, 
between Cape Town and Algoa bay. 


A cast iron pillar, about 48 feet 
high, is about to be erected in the 
centre of the town of Sheffield, Eng- 
land, at the top of which, a large 
ball, lighted with gas is to be placed, 
for the purpose of lighting the whole 
town, and its environs. 


Twenty-five miles up the Severn, 
England, a whale, 60 feet in length, 
and 10 in breadth, was lately strand- 
ed. The visit of his whaleship prov- 
ed highly welcome, and considera- 
ble confusion and contention ensued 
among the neighbouring people who 
should have the largest part of him. 


A London paper o’ November 7, 
Says, that a new palace is to be begun 
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for the Prince Regent in the spring, 
on the same spot where Buckingham 
house now stands. It is to be a su- 
perb palace of three fronts, to over- 
look all Pimlico; and the mod-rate 
sum of seven millions is the estimate 
of its cost! But, as the Prince Re- 
gent is reluctant to apply to parlia- 
ment, the ground of St. James’ pa- 
lace, the King’s Mews, and War- 
wick house are to be sold, and then 
but 700,000/. will be wanting to com- 
plete the new structure. The duke 
of York is to have Carleton house 
for a valuable consideration. The 
triumphal arch is to be the grand 
entrance to London from the new 
palace. 


Wm. Ogden Niles of Baltimore, 
has issued proposals for publishing a 
weekly paper, to be entitled, “ The 
Domestic Economist,” to be devoted 
exclusively to manufacturing indus. 
try and political economy, with sta- 
tistical facts and remarks. Price $3 
per annum. 


Wolf Bounty. 

The Comptroller of the State of 
New York, has communicated to the 
legislature a detailed statement of the 
monies paid out of the state treasury, 
to the several counties, during the 
last five years, as bounties for the de- 
stru:tion of wolves, 

The following exhibits the amount 
paid to each county. 






Dollis. Dolls. 
Allegany,- - - - 5627Otsego, - - - - 143 
Albany, - - - - 40)Oswego, - - - - 1100 
Broome, - - - - 1760|\Orange, - - - - 200 
Chautauque, - - i762/Ontario, - - = 1460 
Chenango, - - - 440/\Oneida, - - - - 1320 
Cayuga, - - - - 600;\Onondaga, - - - 480 
Clinton, - - - - 280)St. Lawrence, - - 3190 
Cortland, - ae, 77\Saratoga, - - - = 165 
Delaware, - - - 1490\Schenectady, - - 22 
Essex, - - © + 677\/Steuben, - - - - 3520 
Franklin, - - - 2445/Seneea, - - - - 67 
Greene, - - - - 520)Schoharie, - - = 120 
Genesee, - - - - 1957/Sullivan, - - - - 970 
Herkimer,- - - - 260/Tioga, - - - - - 1487 
Jefferson, - - - - 2177/Tompkins, - - - 2 
Lewis, - - - - - 1250) Ulster, - - = = 380 
Madison, - - - - 162\Warren, - - - - 435 
Montgomery,- - - 160|\Washington, - - 20 
Niagara, - - - - 1475 —_—— 


Total, D. 38,259 

















The earl of Dalhousie is appoint- 





ed governor of the Canadas. Sir P, 
Maitland administers the government 
till spring. 


Boerhaave in his old age. 

All peculiarities in the lives of 
great men are interesting, and much 
more so when they relate to their lat- 
ter years. he name of Boerhaave is 
regarded as the most illustrious in 
the annals of modern medicine. Af. 
ter having courageously withstood 
the evils of poverty in his youth, 
his talents and reputation enabled 
him, it is said, to realize a property 
of two millions of florins, which he 
left to an only daughter. Let us see 
whether his wealth had not changed 
his occupations and taste. 

In a letter, written in his 67th year, 
to his old pupil Bassand, then ap- 
pointed Physician to the Emperor of 
Germany, he speaks thus of himself: 

“ My health is very good—I sleep 
at my country house, and return to 
town at five in the morning; I am 
engaged till six in the evening in 
visiting the sick. I know something 
of chemistry—I amuse myself with 
reading—I revere, I love, I adore 
God alone. On my return to the 
country, I visit my plants—and grate- 
fully acknowledge and admire the 
liberal presents of my friend Bas- 
send. My garden appears proud of 
the variety and vigour of its trees. 
I waste my life in contemplating my 
plants, and grow old with the desire 
of possessing new ones—Pleasing de- 
lusion! who will give me the large- 
leaved linden tree of Bohemia, and 
that of Silicia, more extraordinary, 
with its folio cucullato. Thus riches 
serve only to increase the thirst for 
wealth, and the covetous man abuses 
the liberality of his benefactor. Par- 
don the dotage of an old friend, who 
wishes to plant trees, the beauty and 
shade of which can charm only his 
nephews. hus my years glide on 
without any chagrin, but that of your 
absence.” 





How much is there in these few 
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lines! what activity, what zeal for 
suffering humanity, what piety ; what 
innocence and vivacity in his taste, at 
an age when they are nearly extinct 
in most men. [ Literary Panarama, 


Mummies. 

Under the mountains adjoining 
Kiow, on the frontiers of Russia and 
in the deserts of Podolia, are severai 
catacombs or subterranean vaults, 
which the ancients used for burying 
places, and where a great number of 
human bodies are still preserved en- 
tire, though interred many ages since, 
having been better embalmed, and 
become neither so hard nor so biack 
as the Egyptian mummies. Among 
them are two princes in the habits 
they used to wear. It is thought 
that this preserving quality is owing 
to the nature of the soil, which is 
dry and sandy. [London Paper. 


A correspondent, who observed 
some time since a publication relative 
to the extraction of oil from pumpkin 
seeds, has recently, frorn curiosity, 
made an experiment of the same on 
a very limited scale. He assures us, 
the extract obtained, is of equal fla- 
vour and sweetness with the best of 
olive oil. Our correspondent is of 
opinion, that the publication alluded 
to above, originated with the “ Har- 
mony Society,” in the state of Penn- 
sylvania; and if so, is desirous of 
knowing the best method in prac- 
tice for extracting the oil from the 
seed. [ Bost. Pat. 

There are few sentiments stronger, 
or more natural to the human heart, 
than that of indignation at oppression. 
So predominant is it, that it is to be 
found, not with the good and virtuous 
only, but even amongst the most un- 
principled and vicious. If there is any 
thing that addresses itself to all that is 
generous in the heart, it is this senti- 
ment. What is more, it is the solemn 
duty of every man, to set his face 
against injustice. 
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Mew Invention. 


We understand a patent has late- 
ly been taken out, by a gentleman 
from Massachusetts, for an invention 
which seems to promise extensive 
advantage to navigation, if once fair- 
iy brought into operation. It con- 
sists, principally, in a new method for 
sub-marine filoughing, to any neces- 
sary depth, by the power of a steam 
hoat. When the matter is effectual- 
ly loosened up and pulverized, it 
cannot reasonably be doubted but the 
rapidity of ebb-tides, united with the 
natural current of the rivers, will soon 
carry it off, and keep the channel 
open. The inventor is now in this 
city, giving a perspicuous view of his 
plan, which appears uncommonly 
simple and practicable. The advan- 
tages of being able to plough open 
channels through the shoals which so 
frequently form in many of our im- 
mense rivers, would, alone, be an ob- 
ject of very great advantage to our 
southern and western states; but, 
when we consider the invention as ex- 
tending to opening channels for large 
ships to enter the harbours and rivers 
throughout our whole sea-board, the 
advantages presented to view are in- 
calculable. [ Wat. Int. 


The Agricultural Society of Fre- 
dericksburg, in Virginia, have drawn 
up and transmitted a remonstrance to 
Congress, against the attempts mak- 
ing by our Domestic manufacturers, 
and their friends, to increase the du- 
ties upon foreign goods, wares and 
merchandise. 


In the short space of two years 
and five months, One hundred and 
twenty miles of Artificial Navigation, 
on two great canals through the in- 
terior of the State of New York 
have been completed, by which the 
physical practicability of uniting the 
Atlantic Ocean, with the great west- 
ern lakes, is rendered no longer 





doubtful! 
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Straw Bonnets. 


It is estimated that the value of 
straw bonnets manufactured in Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island and Con- 
necticut, exceeds 300,000 dollars in 
the 1817, and great improvements 
have latterly been made,—which, to- 
gether with the discovery of a vege- 
table by which the best quality of 
Leghorn bonnets are successfully imi- 
tated, is likely to render our fair 
country-women independent of for- 
eign supplies in this respect, and at 
the same time furnish a delicate em- 
ployment to many others of their own 
sex. There are few things that 
more properly demand the attention 
of congress than this manufacture, 
so far as its amount goes. As, gen- 
tleman, certainly they will encourage 
the ladies in their industrious habits. 


Phenomena. 
Boston (Mass.) Jan. 5th. 

Saturday about noon two very bril- 
liant Parwewia, (or Mock Suns*) 
and beautiful Corona, attracted the 
attention of numerous spectators. 
Mock Suns were equidistant from 
the Sun (by conjecture about 20° 
East and West of it) with comas, or 
tails, extending in opposite directions 
from the luminary five or six times 
their diameter, which appeared to 
the eye a little less than the apparent 
diameter of the Sun. The Corona 
was estimated to be about 30° to the 
northward of the Sun, and nearly in 
our zenith, and exhibited all the 
bright colours of the rainbow, the 
inside next the Sun being red. The 
colour of the Parhelia was orange 
colour of white flame. The Corona 
formed an arc of about a quarter of a 
circle ; and between it and the Sun was 
a segment less brilliant and defined. 

The atmosphere was unusually 
clear, and the space between the 
Mock Suns, and the real Sun, was a 
perfect blue expanse, without the least 
appearance of the vapour and spicula 





* Sailors, we believe, call them dog suns. 
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which must have occasioned the phe. 
nomena. We noticed them nearly 
an hour, when they gradually disap. 
peared, leaving a cloudless sky. The 
phenomena was observed at Salem. 


A curiosity.—It is stated in an En- 
glish paper of Nov. 12th, that Mr, 
Creswick, of New Street, Birming. 
ham, has a singular article of cutlery 
in his possession, viz: a knife which 
contains 400 dlades, and which, be- 
fore it was put together, consisted of 7 
5000 parts. . 

Public libraries of Germany. 

The royal library of Munich con- 

tains a collection of 400,000 volumes. 


the most celebrated in Germany, con- > 
tains 280,000 volumes, 110,000 aca- | 
demic dissertations, and 5000 manv- | 
scripts ; the Dresden library contains 
' 250,000 printed books, 100,000 dis- 7 
sertations, and 4000 manuscripts. The 
library of Wolfenbuttel is particular- 
|ly celebrated for its valuable collec- 
tion of ancient works; it contains 
190,000 printed volumes, 10,000 
| dissertations, and 4000 manuscripts. 
Among the 182,000 volumes which 








‘compose the library of Stutgard, 
‘there are 12,000 different editions of 
ithe Bible. There are seven public 
libraries in Berlin ; the two principal 
ones are the royal library and the li- 
brary of the academy; the forme: 
contains 160,000 volumes, and the 
latter 30,000. It may be calculated 
that the total number of books con- 
tained in the public libraries of the 
'German States, amount to upwards | 
'of 4,000,000, besides the various me- 
moirs, pamphlets, periodical publica 
tions, dissertations, and manuscripts 
{English Paper. 
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